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PO Box 1005
Downers Grove, IL 60515

2008 Calendar

Monday:
7:00 Choreography (Joe T)

8:00 Warmup (Joe K)

(8:00 POW meeting)
8:15 All songs with Choreography (cont’d)

9:00 Meeting & Break
9:15 Spring Show Quartets
9:30 Spring show (Joe K & ADs)

10:30 8 risers sections downstairs

May
2 Riser setup
3 Riser takedown
5 Rehearsal
12 Rehearsal — Costume fittings
15 Special Show Rehearsal
17 2pm & 8pm Spring Show
19 Coaching rehearsal with
Joe Connelly
26 Memorial Day — Moose closed
28 Rehearsal?
June
2 Rehearsal
9 Rehearsal
16 Rehearsal
19 Board Meeting
23 Rehearsal
30 Rehearsal
June - July
29 — 6 International — Nashville
2 Wed - First Rehearsal
3 Thu - Next Rehearsal
4 CHORUS CONTEST!

August

7  Kane County Cougars
September
20 Youth Festival
26 — 28 District Fall Contest
November

16 Sing Downers Grove Library
December 12 — 13 Christmas Show

2009

January
24 — Installation dinner

Keeping everyone in tune with the goings-on at West Towns
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2008 ILLINOIS DISTRICT CHAMPIONS!

Riser Rental — Jim Ahlgrim
This weekend we are once again renting our risers. We will need someone to pull the trailer
and about 7 or 8 men to set them up on Friday night at about 6 PM (May 2) and then pick
them up at 5 PM on Saturday, May 3'd. We will be taking them to the Lindner Center in
Lombard. The chapter will receive $500 for this.
That means that tonight (Monday, 4/28) we need to take eight (8) sections of risers

downstairs and load them into the trailer. We will not need the 4th row/steﬂ.

Spring Show

These are going to be TWO GREAT SHOWS! Lots of super talent: Old School, chapter
quartets, two high school groups, but especially the current Illinois District Champion
chorus — WEST TOWNS CHORUS! Let’s get excited about this and sell out the house.
Twice!

On Monday, May 12, everyone must bring their red coats and Oz costumes for uniform try-
on. Please refer to the email attachment sent out by John Kaindl. John also needs help in
getting this huge pile of costumes from his house to the Moose hall. Please contact John.

There will be a special rehearsal on Thursday, May 15 at the Moose since we can not get into
the school until Saturday. We need to consider this our first show performance, NOT treat

our 2 PM show on Saturday like a dress rehearsal.

Spring Show Program Book
We need lots more ads for the program book. Please, go out to those people you do business
with and ask them to place an ad in our program book. (Then sell them tickets to the show.)
Please get the ads to me this week so I can put the book together and get it to the printer.

Email the copy to me at RNicodem(@comecast.net.

Nashville — June 29 — July 4 Notes from Ken Keever

»  Hotel - Sheraton Music City (Airport) Hotel, about $144/night — contact is Ken Keever

e  For those who did not yet register for International, the second set of registrations for
Nashville will be sent April 7 - $152.00, checks payable to West Towns Chorus. If you
register directly, the fee will be higher.

- Bus: We are looking into a bus to go to Nashville. As of now, we are thinking of
charging $20-$40 per person with the chapter picking up the rest. The bus would leave
Downers Grove about 8:00 AM on July 1 (Tue.) and leave Nashville July 6 about 8:00
AM. Contact Rich Carey and let him know if you are interested — relc675@sbcglobal.net.

2008 Board of Directors
President: Casey Clements ¢ Executive VP: John Morrison * VP Music: Craig Lancaster ¢
VP Program: Jon Dobosenski * VP Membership: Don Bradley * VP Public Relations: Bruce
Rhoades * VP Chapter Development: Curt Spencer * VP Youth-in-Harmony: Tony Caruso °

Treasurer: Tony Tumea ¢ Secretary: Bob Nicodem * Members at Large: Jon Sutherland &
Jay Bentz ¢ Past President: Don Davia
Email: board@westtowns.org
The board meets the 3" Thursday of every month at Bob Nicodem’s.

West Towns rehearses every Monday
evening, 7:30 PM on the 2" floor of the

Moose Lodge, 1030 Warren Ave., Music Director: Joe Krones
Downers Grove, IL 60515

Music Team

Section Leaders: Bass — Craig Ahlgrim, Andy Kinne, Craig Lancaster. Baritone — Mark
Betczynski, Joe Tomecek. Lead — Casey Clements, John Morrison, Jim Spangler. Tenor —
Bob Nicodem, Jeremy Nemec. Other — Ed McDevitt. Email: musicteam@westtowns.org

Editor: Bob Nicodem email: RNicodem@comcast.net Work: (708) 735-8164 Cell: (708) 337-3895
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Contest Contemplations Continued (from last week)
E I S T I S I B R S R SR R R S S S I G S R R S
Fun Stuff
I’ve been singing barbershop since 1972 with a short break from 1988 to 1998 to raise my
kids. My dad was a barbershopper, member of the Southtown chapter and one of the
founders of the Beverly chapter. All these years I sang with Oak Lawn and then when I
came back after raising my kids, with South cook I have NEVER been anywhere close to
even THINKING about winning a district championship. Furthermore, I always thought
that going to International was something I would never do.
About a year ago, I made a conscious decision to get more out of my hobby of singing
barbershop and I attended my first West Towns rehearsal. I have to say it was everything I
hoped for and more. I always thought winning district and going to International required
committing to practicing EVERY night for several hours for weeks prior to contest. I also
thought that the guys in chapters like Northbrook never had any fun...that they were
‘strictly business’.
I don’t know about any of you, but this is still a hobby. I'm not ready to quit my day job
and become a professional barbershopper. I always felt that was the kind of commitment
you had to put in to get those results. That is, until I came to West Towns.
Photo: Dave Martin This is UNDOUBTEDLY the BEST group of guys I have ever sung with. Not only do they
work hard and achieve GREAT things, but they NEVER lose sight of the fact that we still
need to have fun. Of ALL the directors I have ever sung for, Joe Krones is the best.
He gets more out of his chorus than anyone would dream of, as is evidenced by our
recent success in Peoria and hopefully a GREAT showing in Nashville.
On Saturday after they had announced that we had won District, I was so choked
up with emotion. I couldn’t believe in one short year I would be singing with the
greatest group of singers and guys, winning the Illinois district championship and
going to International. I think at that moment, it all caught up with me. I STILL
can’t believe it.
Very much looking forward to a long time singing with West Towns and going to
International.
Bill Haselberger, Tenor
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What a fantastic weekend, both for the chorus and the quartets of West Towns.
Congratulations to all. You guys have proved that determination and hard work does pay.
GO NASHVILLE!
Deb (Casey’s better half)
ok sk oskose oskosko sk skosk sk oskosk sk sk sk skosk skosk sk skosk skoskosk skosk ok sk osk sk sk sk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk sk ok sk osk ok sk sk ok ook
Casey and Joe,
Photo: Deb Clements I just wa1.1ted to onc? again congratulate you and your chorus on a gre.at performance. You
are deserving Champions and great men. I know I speak for the Bloomington Chapter when
I say that we enjoyed the chance to compete against you and to form a new bond between
our chapters. Our 2 great chapters show that you can be competitive AND respect one
another. My hope is that we can continue to explore this new bond and look into doing
some more things together.....starting with Nashville!!!

Please pass my best on to your men and let them know what a class act
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VGUARER A i d LA  Terry Ludwig, Director, Sound of Illinois — PROUD 2" Place Illinois
JagLA 2} { District Chorus!
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