
The following are some additional com-
ments on the Christmas show. The first 
was sent to Don Davia, the second are 
some thoughts from one of our mem-
bers. 
 
“Dear Don & Anna, 
   I just had to write. The West Towns 
Concert this year was especially wonder-
ful! 
   I don't know what transports me back 
into childhood the most – the singing, 

the bells, the 
lights or lack of 
them, or the 
spirit of Christ-
mas that oozes 
from the audi-
ence as they 
join in with their hearts. 
   Gracie sat next to me & sang her 
heart out. I'm not sure those around 
her appreciated her participation, but 
she had a great time. (I had hoped 
there would be a sing-a-long for at least 
one song.) She knew some of the songs 

    Prior to our rehearsal this past Mon-
day one of our members asked about 
the meaning of "tuppence." It refers to 
British coinage and means "two 
pence,"  roughly equivalent to two pen-
nies in our coinage. We've had experi-
ence already with British coinage in just 
about every Christmas show: "Please put 
a penny in the old man's hat; If you have-
n't got a penny then a ha'penny (in our 
music misspelled "hay penny") will do." A 
"ha'penny" is a half penny. 
    As for Mary Poppins the story, it was 
the brainchild of P. L. Travers (1899 - 
1996), an Australian by birth who moved 
to England when she was 25. She pub-
lished her first Poppins story in 1934 
and her last in 1988. The last name 
"Poppins" is Travers' little joke about 
Mary, who has a habit throughout the 
story sequence of just sort of "popping 
in" out of the blue when the Banks chil-

dren needed her. "Banks" is another 
little joke, since the children's father 
works in, yes, a bank. 
    We know the story of Mary Poppins 
through the Disney movie adaptation, 
which Travers disliked in the extreme. 
In the original novel and subsequent 
stories, Mary was a much more difficult 
person than her representation in the 
film, and along with not liking the music 
and animation in the movie, Travers did 
not like having Mary's character diluted. 
    Be that as it may, unless you're a fan 
of British fantasy novels, the Mary Pop-
pins we know is the one from the film 
with Julie Andrews and Dick Van Dyke. 
Feed the BirdsFeed the BirdsFeed the BirdsFeed the Birds    
Here's what Wikipedia tells us about 
this song.  

“In contrast to the energetic nature of 
most of the film's songs, "Feed the 
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Tuppence and Other Poppins Matters 
By Ed McDevitt 
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The song and 
its story set in 
motion one of 

the critical 
pieces of dra-

matic action ... 
the next day 

Monday Night Monday Night Monday Night Monday Night ———— Guest Night!  Bring a friend!  Guest Night!  Bring a friend!  Guest Night!  Bring a friend!  Guest Night!  Bring a friend!     



The  roundest knight at 
King Arthur’s round table 
was  
Sir Cumference! 

The 2008 winner of 
the prestigious West 
Towns 
“Barbershopper of 
the Year” Award will 
be announced at the 
Installation dinner as 
well as the 2008 
“Rookie of the Year” 

   The Installation Dinner will be at 
the LaGrange Country Club, 901 S. 
Edgewood Ave., La Grange, IL on Sat-
urday, January 24. Cocktails will be 
at 6:00 PM and a delicious buffet 
dinner at 7:00 PM. The program will 
start at 8:30 PM. 
   Price is $30 per person. Linda 
Carey or Ginny Roberts will be at our 
next meeting (Jan. 19) to collect 
money.  Talk to either of them if you 
have any special dietary needs. 

   The theme will be our 60th Anniver-
sary and Bob Squires will be our in-
stalling officer. Chordplay, district 
senior quartet representative to the 
mid-winter convention will be our 
guest quartet along with some chap-
ter quartets. 
   Don’t miss this time for food, fel-
lowship and fun.  
Don Davia ddavia@juno.com   
Home phone: (630) 858-5259  

Installation Dinner  
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“Every movie mu-
sical needs a big 
production num-
ber, and this is it” 

P i t c h  
K e e p i n g  e v e r y o n e  i n   t u n e  w i t h  t h e  g o i n g s - o n  a t  W e s t  T o w n s  

Birds" has religious overtones and is played in a reverent tempo, similar to a hymn. This 
most serious of songs is thus used to frame the truly serious moments in a film that is 
mostly humorous and lighthearted. It is used in three places: 
Its first appearance is an orchestral segment at the beginning of the film's overture, thus 
starting the overture slowly. The overture then segués into some of the faster pieces in the 
film's score. 
Its second appearance comes when Mary Poppins sings the song to the children as a sweet 
lullaby on the night before their trip to the bank. It begins with Mary showing them a water-
filled globe of St. Paul's, whose "snowflakes" are in the shape of the many birds flying 
around the cathedral. While the children sit and listen with rapt attention, scenes cut away 
to beautiful dreamlike imagery of the cathedral and of the bird woman, with parts of the 
song accompanied by an off-screen choir and orchestra. The song and its story set in mo-
tion one of the critical pieces of dramatic action in the film, the next day. 
Its third appearance is the following evening, a dramatic orchestral and choral rendition, as 
a sombre and thoughtful Mr. Banks walks to his place of employment, literally and figura-
tively alone in the streets of London, to face the bank's board of directors to be fired. It se-
gués into a short dirge-like segment as Mr. Banks reaches the door.”  

    The Bird Woman sells bags of bird seed to passersby for tuppence (two pence) a bag, 
just so you know. 
Step in TimeStep in TimeStep in TimeStep in Time    
    Every movie musical needs a big production number, and this is the production num-
ber in "Mary Poppins." In the movie, It is "sung by Bert, the chimney sweep (Dick Van 
Dyke) and the other chimney sweeps on the rooftops of London" (Wikipedia). It is also 
danced very energetically, to say the least. 
    Kevin Keller and Joe Krones had very cleverly adapted the spirit of this song, making 
it a purely barbershop number. 
So the mood of our set will be established by the beauty and feeling of "Feed the Birds" 
Then we'll step out.Then we'll step out.Then we'll step out.Then we'll step out. 

(Continued from page 1) 

TuppenceTuppenceTuppenceTuppence continued 

Board Meeting 
The first board meeting for the 2009 board is 7:30 PM7:30 PM7:30 PM7:30 PM on Thursday, 
Jan. 22 at Bob Nicodem’s home, 18W109 Claremont Dr., Darien   



Schedule of Events 
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JANUARY 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
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FEBRUARY 2009 

Sun Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

MARCH 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

January 2009 

♦ 19 Rehearsal—Guest NightGuest NightGuest NightGuest Night 

♦ 22 Board MeetingBoard MeetingBoard MeetingBoard Meeting    

♦ 24 Installation Dinner Installation Dinner Installation Dinner Installation Dinner 

♦ 26 Rehearsal 

February 2009 

♦   2 Rehearsal 

♦   9 Rehearsal 

♦ 13 Singing Valentines13 Singing Valentines13 Singing Valentines13 Singing Valentines    

♦ 14 Singing Valentines 14 Singing Valentines 14 Singing Valentines 14 Singing Valentines     

♦ 16 George Gipp—new choreo 

♦ 21 IDAH 

♦ 23 Joe Connelly & Recording  
   session 

March 2009 

♦   2  Novice Quartet Contest 

♦ 16 Joe Connelly & Recording session 

April 2009 

♦ 17 – 19 Spring Convention (sing as out-
going champs) 

May 2009 

♦   9  Cabaret – American Legion Hall, 
Downers Grove. 

♦ 29-30 Retreat with Kevin Keller as 
coach 

♦ June 28 – July 5–International 
(Anaheim) 

September 2009 

♦ 25–27 Fall Convention (compete to qual-
ify for International 2010 Philadelphia) 

2010 

♦ June 27 – July 4 – International 
(Philadelphia) 



by heart from school. 
   Cathy was so impressed!! She had never been 
to anything like it, & still hasn't stopped talking 
about it! Watching her made me smile. She was 
like a kid in a candy shop. I had bought her a 
ticket a few years back. She ended up in the 
hospital, so she couldn't come. She said she 
didn't realize what she had missed until Satur-
day. I think she'll return next year, God willing. 
   I just want you to know, Don, that we all had a 
wonderful time –The Hanrahan Family, Cathy, & 
I. You all sing from your hearts. I'm sure that's 
why everyone's heart is 
filled up with enough 
Christmas Cheer to out 
last the season as they 
walk out the theater 
door. 
   Thanks once again for 
making the wonder of 
Christmas/Christ a pre-
sent reality. 
Smiles & Cheer” 
Robin 

(Continued from page 1)  
 
   “Thank you to Joe Krones and the entire chorus 
for another wonderful Christmas show week-
end.  As always, this chorus proved that heart, 
emotion, and general good heartedness trumps 
everything else in barbershop.  There is nothing like 
the joy of singing with this chorus at the Tivoli! 
   And after Four Noels inauspicious audition and 
another flub up at a chorus practice, it was awe-
some to have the support of Joe and all of you guys 
who were encouraging, supportive and construc-
tive.  I know all of us in Four Noels felt the support 
of all of you on stage and as a result we had an 
absolute blast up there.  I charge anyone interested 

in quarteting to give it a 
shot knowing that this sup-
port that we were given is 
not a fluke, and is one of 
the things that makes this 
chorus such a family and 
such a wonderful family of 
friends.” 
Eric Sutherland 

West Towns rehearses every Monday 
evening, 7:30 PM on the 2nd floor of the 
Moose Lodge, 1030 Warren Ave., 
Downers Grove, IL  60515 

Phone: 630630630630----201201201201----5544554455445544 
 
www.westtowns.org  

PO Box 1005 
Downers Grove, IL 60515 

More Memories of Christmas Show (continued) 

2008 ILLINOIS DISTRICT CHAMPIONS! 
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PITCH PITCH PITCH PITCH Editor:Editor:Editor:Editor:        
Bob Nicodem 

18W109 Claremont Dr 
Darien, IL 60561 

email: RNicodem@comcast.net 
Work: (708) 735-8164  Cell: (708) 337-3895 

The views and opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of the 
Chicagoland West Suburban Chapter aka The West Towns Chorus 

2009 Board2009 Board2009 Board2009 Board    
President:  Darryl Nordentoft 
Executive VP:   Jack Fagan 
Music VP:  Craig Lancaster 
Program VP:  Joe Tomecek 
Membership VP:  Bruce Rhoades 
Public Relations VP: Jon Dobosenski 
Chapter Development VP: John Morrison 
Treasurer:  Tony Tumea 
Secretary:  Bob Nicodem 
Members At-Large: Mark Johnson,  
   Jon Sutherland 

Email: board@westtowns.org 


