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2008 Illinois District Champions

Jack Roller—Barbershopper Of The Year!

By John Kaindl

It is my honor to present the Barber-
shopper Of The Year for 2008. First,
however, at this time | wish to ac-
knowledge the past BOTY’s who have
remained active in West Towns. They

are:

Don Davia, Bob Nicodem, Tony
Tumea, Craig Ahlgrim, Ed McDe-
vitt, Barth Richards, Joe Tome-
cek, Craig Lancaster, Ken
Keever, Ron Heilig, Frank Con-
nell, and Jim Ahlgrim.

We thank these men, not only for
what they have done in the past, but
also what they continue to do for our
chorus. None of them will be named
again this year, because no repeat-
ers are allowed.

Bill Satek—Rookie of the Year

By Mark Johnson

It was one year ago that | was honor
ed by being named the 2007 Rookie
Of The Year. It certainly is a grand
thing to know that others have no-
ticed and recognize your efforts. Writ-
ten on the plaque is “For Outstanding
Achievement and Contribution by a
New Member of the West Towns Cho-
rus and SPEBSQSA.” For those of you
who do not know or do not think of
what the acronym SPESQSA means,
it is the “Society for the Preservation

T eyl

In the spirit of Gov. Rod Blagojevich
and how he handled prospective

(Continued on page 8)

and Encour-
agement of
Barber Shop
Quartet
Singing  in
America”.
This was not
just the
name of an
organization but a mandate to go

out and sing in groups of four.




Keeping everyone in

Bruce Rhoades

Guest Night Results

Thank you to everyone who invited a guest to last Mon-
day’s Guest Night. We had four guests overall, including
two brand new guests courtesy of Joe Tomecek. As far

. - as | know, they all had a good time and will be returning

of Chicago.

next Monday night. Let’s continue to make our guests
feel welcome and openly share with them this great
hobby of ours. It should be the “worst kept secret” of the western suburbs

A huge thank you also to Linda and Ginnie of POW! and all others that pro-
vided us with the great treats, coffee and fruit punch.

gOberlln.

' THANK YOU from POW! to those who brought refreshments for Guest
' nght It was truly appreciated. We thank Ken Keever, Jack Roller, Casey -
Clements Rich and Linda Carey, Robby and Ginni Roberts and John

Presidential Parting by Casey Clements

This has been a wonderful year
for me as your President:

Winning the lllinois District
Championship,

- Competing in Nashville at Inter-
national,

- Being part of the 60t Anniver-
sary show in the Spring and
Christmas Shows.

| have had guys from this chorus
and other choruses say to me,
“Wow! What'’s it like being Presi-
dent of West Towns?”

And my answer to them and every-
one is, “First and foremost, I'm a
Chorus member”

We as a Board have to remember
that we are ALL chorus members.
The chorus members have agreed
to let us “See and Plan the Fu-
ture” for them.

Pitch

You see, A Chorus can sing without a
President, a treasurer, or a secre-
tary, But you don’t have ANYTHING
without chorus members, and we
would have NOTHING without hard

work from everyone.

Thank You for putting your trust in
me and allowing me the privilege of

being your President during 2008!

| will now be serving you in a new
capacity by taking over the responsi-
bility of planning retreats, hospitality
rooms and International contests
that Ken Keever has done so well for

SO many years.

| am so looking forward to the New
Year, the new songs, and the new
attitude for us.

tune with the goings-on at West Towns



Novice Quartet Contest

Jay Elliott

What can you expect as a
Novice Quartet Competitor?

There are very few times in your life
where you can get up in front of so
many of your friends and make them
smile, clap and cheer. The wonderful
thing about our hobby is we love to
encourage each other. Every Novice
Quartet Competition I've been to has
been uplifting. Even the quartets that
flubbed their lyrics, took the pitch four
times, or finished the song in a whole
new (and interesting) key were ap-
plauded and cheered.

The secret isn't polishing your mate-
rial until it shines like International
gold - it's about doing your best to en-
tertain your audience, it's about put-
ting your heart into the perform-

ance. Believe me there has never
been an audience easier to please
than barbershoppers hyped up on
harmony and cookies.

But it's also about learning. Singing
in a quartet is not like performing in
the chorus, it sounds different, it feels
different, it's exhilarating and for
some it's just this side of terrify-

ing. Almost all of us have dreamed of
getting up in a quartet and belting out
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a couple songs. Now's your chance - it's
a win-win situation.

So my advice? Show up at the Valen-
tines practice or grab a couple guys at
break and try a song. Make up a crea-
tive name for your group and register
for the contest. Set aside a couple
hours for rehearsing, put on your best
smile and come be part of the celebra-
tion on 3/2.

The secret
isn't polishing
your material
until it

shines ...it's
about doing
your best to

A summary of the contest rules follow:

Registration:

entertain
your audi-
ence

Quartets are required to pay an entry
donation (Minimum of $10 — all regis-
tration funds will be donated to Youth In

Harmony

Quartets are to register by contacting
630-926-0532 or WTCNoviceCon-

test@gmail.com

Making a Novice Quartet:

Competing quartets can be male, fe-
male or mixed

Quartets must be untested (have never
competed in any previous contest)

Pitch
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New Year, New Attitude

By Craig Lancaster

New Year New Attitude -- Music Team Suggestions for improvement

We would like to incorporate several changes in an effort to improve the

quality of singing for the West Towns Chorus. Several of these changes we

have already begun, the rest of them we will be starting in the very near
future.

We would like to improve the Riser Discipline of the Chorus and would like
to try and minimize the amount of talking from the risers. One method of
implementing this is to ask that there be No Questions from the risers. If
you have a question, regarding the music, please bring it to the attention
of your section leader, and he will address it either in the section, or
bring it to the attention of the director at the appropriate time. We have
also asked the Director to minimize the questions that he asks of the
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(Continued on page 5)

Novice Quartet Contest (continued)

(Continued from page 3)

Quartets should not be ringers
(may have a maximum of 2 dis-
trict, region or international medal
winners in the quartet ... you know
who you are)

Quartets should not be

"retreads" (defined as a known
quartet with one new face ...
please, disqualify yourselves if you

fall into this category)

Individuals cannot compete in
more than 1 quartet per voice
part (4 quartets if the singer per-
forms using all 4 voice parts)

Winning a Novice Quartet Contest:

Quartets will be judged on singing
quality and overall entertainment

Performance time will be maxi-
mum 4 minutes (time will include
joking, pitch taking, or slap stick
routines) must include at least 2

Pitch

minutes of singing. (Quartets will be
disqualified for exceeding 4 minutes)

Creativity is encouraged (Quartets
will not be disqualified for choice of
music, solos, instrument or canine
accompaniment ... just don't exceed
the time limit)

Quartet AWARDS:

Most Clever Quartet Name
Most Entertaining Quartet
Funniest Quartet

"Best" Dressed (Best Costumes)

Quartet

Individual AWARDS:

Most Versatile Singer (competes
using the most voice parts — ties

possible)
Youngest Performer
Oldest Performer (must volunteer
age ... we're not going to guess)
Most Involved Performer (as
judged by select audience members)
xR

tune with the goings-on at West Towns



New Year, New Attitude (continued)

(Continued from page 4)

chorus in hopes of avoiding unneces-
sary chatter on the risers.

We are hoping to improve the overall
singing by asking that the chorus
members make every effort to attend
chorus events, we are calling these
100% nights. These include special
coaching sessions, special sectional
rehearsals where Joe K. will be leading
the individual sections the dates for
those will be posted in the Pitch, very
shortly (3/23, 3/30, 4/6 and 4/13 not
sure what section is on what date),
rehearsals immediately prior to lllinois
District Conventions (Apr. 17 - 18 and
Sept. 25 — 26) or International Compe-
tition.

We are the outgoing lllinois District cho-
rus champions and we will be perform-
ing in Peoria on April 18. Every mem-
ber is expected to participate in this
event. We want to show our pride in
being named the lllinois District Cho-
rus Champion for 2008 and give a
stellar performance on stage. Please
plan accordingly. We are also plan-
ning to wear new uniforms at his time,
chorus members will need to be meas-
ured at an upcoming Monday night
rehearsal.

We will be re-voicing the chorus on Mon-

ess on Feb. 16.

We would also like to get Kevin Kel-

ler in before the retreat, if at all
possible. Kevin is not available on
Monday nights, which means that
we would have to bring him in on a
Saturday. Unfortunately, the only
Saturday prior to the retreat where
both Joe K. and Kevin are avail-
able, is April 11. That is the Satur-
day before Easter. We need to find
out if this is a worthwhile expendi-
ture for the chorus; will enough of
the members be present to make it
worthwhile? We will also need to
check with Kevin to make sure he
is still available. We also need
every member to plan on attending
the Chorus Retreat on May 29 and
30. This is essential if we are to
take full advantage of the time we
spend with the coaching. The pro-
gress we make over the weekend
will be essential in the push for

qualifying for Philadelphia.

We are planning to have sectional

rehearsals every week. They will
generally take place right after the
meeting. We have some new sec-
tion leaders and assistants, so we
ask that the members be patient
with them as they grow into these

new roles.
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day Feb. 2, in preparation for George We are also bringing back the tape
Gipp’s arrival on Monday Feb. 16. evaluating process. We will most
This will be our first 200% night. Front likely be using this only for the con-
row will be determined based upon test sets, but this may also try it out
George’s plan. We will be getting an on the songs for the upcoming re-
outline form George the day before, cording sessions. The first contest
Feb. 1. Music team members will be set taping night is scheduled for
present to meet and go over the out- 5/11, subsequent taping sessions
line of the plan with George. The front are scheduled for 6/15 and 7/20.
row will not be filled at this time. Once All the details have not been worked
the package is determined individuals  on out this, yet.

will be asked to qualify for the front R

row. Gipp may assist in selection proc-

Pitch
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Schedule of Events

January 2009
26 Rehearsal
February 2009
2 Rehearsal
9 Rehearsal
13 & 14 Singing Valentines
16 George Gipp—new choreo
19 Board meeting
21 IDAH

23 Joe Connelly & Recording
session

March 2009
2 Novice Quartet Contest
9 Rehearsal

16 Joe Connelly & Recording ses-

sion
23 Rehearsal
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April 2009

17 — 19 Spring Convention (sing as out-

going champs)

May 2009

9 Cabaret — American Legion Hall,

Downers Grove.

29-30 Retreat with Kevin Keller as

coach

June 28 — July 5—International

(Anaheim)
September 2009

25-27 Fall Convention (compete to qual-
ify for International 2010 Philadelphia) '

2010

June 27 — July 4 — International

(Philadelphia)
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West Towns rehearses every Monday
evening, 7:30 PM on the 2nd floor of the
Moose Lodge, 1030 Warren
Downers Grove, IL 60515

Phone: 630-201-5544

Ave.,

www.westtowns.org

2008 ILLINOIS DISTRICT CHAMPIONS!

Jack Roller (continued)

(Continued from page 1)

appointments, it was suggested that |
should give the BOTY award to the highest
bidder and pocket the proceeds. However,
this wouldn’t work, because we are a volun-
teer, non-profit organization, and, | never

got any bids anyway.

In making this year’s selection, we found
the person who was most consistent in at-
tending and enthusiastically participating in
any and all Chorus activities. This person
not only attended and participated, he did
all the preliminary work of setting up the
risers, not a simple task. In doing so, he
travels the farthest distance of all the mem-
bers, about 90 miles each way, to come to

practice each Monday night.

Not only that, he became the riser guru for
the District contests in Peoria, organizing a
crew and setting up and taking down all the

The views and opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of the

PITCH Editor:
Bob Nicodem
18W109 Claremont Dr
Darien, IL 60561
email: RNicodem@comcast.net
Work: (708) 735-8164 Cell: (708) 337-3895

Chicagoland West Suburban Chapter aka The West Towns Chorus

2009 Board
President: Darryl Nordentoft
Executive VP: Jack Fagan
Music VP: Craig Lancaster
Program VP: Joe Tomecek

Membership VP:
Public Relations VP:
Chapter Development VP:

Bruce Rhoades
Jon Dobosenski
John Morrison

Treasurer: Tony Tumea
Secretary: Bob Nicodem
Members At-Large: Mark Johnson,

Jon Sutherland
Email: board@westtowns.org

risers used for the contests, including the ones
for pictures and for the warm-up rooms.

Besides all this, he is a great bass, has a warm
sense of humor and has at least two jokes for
all occasions. And, he is the 15-and-2 master

at the cribbage board.

By now, you must know that the Barbershopper
of the Year for 2008 is Jack Roller.




