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Singing Valentines & tales of “Blind Luck”

Bill Parks

Some of the comments we (Blind
Luck - Bill Hasselberger, Don Davia,
Bob Vokal, and myself) heard were
that the quartet sounded fantastic (|
was hesitant at first, but turns out
they were correct), that the real rose
and baby's breath in the vase was
very classy. We had several ladies
get emotional on us, and a couple of
the ladies rewarded their benefac-
tors right on the spot with kissing,
hugging, touching, etc. It just left us
with a great feeling. We performed
for teachers in school, a nun in a re-
tirement convent (motherhouse |
think is what they call that), ladies in
offices, a man (manager) in a bank,
the wife of a very tall doctor in their
downtown condo, and a wife and
family in a restaurant. It was not only
the appreciation of the recipient, but
the applause from all around that
just made our day. | was very proud
to be singing with Bill, Don, and Bob

Gaming Night

Darryl Nordentoft

Rockford Gaming was unable to come
up with a venue for March 17th, there-
fore that night has been cancelled. How-
ever, | received a call late Thursday of-
fering us Saturday March 21st from 2
PM to Midnight. After Board review, we
accepted the date. This will eliminate
any possible conflict with those wishing
to attend the bash on the 17th. | will
redo the sign up sheet and put it out at

and very seldom have | had such a
rewarding day.

Bob Vokal

My highlights were singing for my
sister on Friday PM, at her work, an
0.B. office in Elmhurst. She's the
type who likes to have control of any
and just about every given situation,
so this surprise really threw her for a
loop.

Late on Saturday we sang for my
grandmother in Lombard. She never
saw it coming, you should pardon
the pun, and | think she got a little
emotional near the end. My grandfa-
ther had a good time, too. They have
been married for 60 years, and are
both in their 80's. It was truly a
blessing and a gift to sing for my
family last weekend.

Friday afternoon, near 3, we sang
at a nunnery/convent, for the sisters
there. It was an SV John Morrison

(Continued on page 2)

the March 2nd rehearsal. Here are the
particulars:
Hub Caps Galaxy Banquets
4663 Ruby St.
Schiller Park, IL 60176

| will also have the volunteer sign up
form that night. We need to fill in 24
volunteers (wives, girl friends included)
with name and social security numbers,

(Continued on page 5)
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Events

Please let your administrative sec-
tion leader know which dates you
will or will not be able to make—
hopefully you can make ALL of
them.

Mar 7 St. James the Apostle
Mar 16 Monday Recording

Apr 11 Saturday - Coaching w/
Kevin Keller

April 18 Saturday—Peoria

May 9 Saturday—Cabaret

May 29-30 Friday & Saturday —
Retreat

Tales of “Blind Luck” continued

(Continued from page 1)

had ordered. The acoustics were
absolutely marvelous! We sang
"Precious Lord" and "I'll Walk with
God". Really good sound, and it
brought great joy to the six or
seven sisters present, | have no
doubt.

Our final "gig" was at Carol's Gar-
den, a restaurant on Schmale Rd
in St. Charles. We sang for a man's
wife, his daughter and his three
granddaughters all at once. Each
lady got a rose and card, and the
girls got the giggles. It was really
sweet to be a part of that. From
what Bill Parks and Hasselberger
said, the mother/daughter really
didn't seem all that interested, but
her children, and her mother, the
man's wife--is this confusing, or is
it just me?--really enjoyed them-
selves.

Bill Hasselberger’s highlights:
Friday:

We sang for a GUY at a bank
(given by two other guys..I'm
guessing NOT from that bank) who

Pitch

had a staff of ALL women. He was
in a cubicle and turned 10 shades
of red...tried to hide his face with
papers...offered us TWICE what
was paid for the SV to NOT do
this...pretty funny.

We sang for a handicap teacher
who had a RED sweatshirt
on...when she saw us and when
we sang for her...her face turned
redder than her sweatshirt.

Saturday AM...

Sang for a Doctor who's patient
is a member of West Towns...he
got the SV from him, the SV was
for his wife. She showed up at the
door wearing a white robe ... a
GORGEOUS woman...She almost
cried and enjoyed it very much.
HE was loving every minute of it.

We sang for a woman on Friday
that has attended several West
Towns Christmas shows. She is
NOT affiliated with West Towns at
all...however, was so impressed
by our Christmas shows that she
contacted West Towns to sing for
her mother’s funeral about 2yrs
ago.

xR
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Schedule of Events

February 2009

23 Joe Connelly & Recording
session—Green Shirts

March 2009

2 Novice Quartet Contest
7 7PM-St. James the Apostle
9 Rehearsal
16 Joe Connelly & Recording
session
21 Gaming night
23 Rehearsal
30 Rehearsal
April 2009
6 Rehearsal
11 Coaching Session
13 Rehearsal
18 Sing in Peoria—Required
20 Rehearsal
27 Rehearsal

May 2009

9 Cabaret — American Legion Hall,
Downers Grove.

29-30 Retreat with Kevin Keller as
coach
June 28 — July 5—International
(Anaheim)

September 2009

25-27 Fall Convention (compete to qual-

ify for International 2010 Philadelphia)
December 2009
10 7:30 PM Tech Rehearsal (Thu)
11 8:00 PM Christmas Show (Fri)
12 2:00 PM & 7:30 PM Christmas show
13 Sunday 1:30 PM Christmas Show
2010

June 27 — July 4 — International
(Philadelphia)

NS
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Over the last several years, our Christmas shows have
been more and more successful--great performers, quality
singing, and extraordinary musical directors!

For a while now, the board, the music committee, and

the Christmas Show Committee have considered expand-
ing or performances, and in 2009, we're going to take that
plunge!

This year, we will be adding a fourth show on Sunday

afternoon. As you know, our most popular show has al-
ways been Saturday afternoon, especially with our Senior
crowd. If we add another day time show, we're confident
that we can increase show attendance by allowing addi-
tional people to attend another daytime performance.

Here's our performance schedule for next this year:
Thursday, December 10, 7:30pm--Dress Rehearsal.
Friday, December 11, 8:00pm--Performance.
Saturday, December 12, 2:00pm--Performance.

Post Valentine Report
Bill Parks

The chorus performed 42 valentines. We received 4
last minute valentines and 8 requests after | had com-
pleted the preliminary routes on Wednesday night.
Had we received those last minute requests by Thurs-
day or before | could have probably put out one more
guartet in the field on Saturday. As it was, with only
39 jobs by Thursday to be sung over 2 days we put out
4 quartets on Friday and 2 quartets on Saturday.

| need to give my biggest thanks to Bruce Rhoades
for running the pick-up quartet meetings. Two of our
consistent attendees to those meetings were able to
get into the action. And thanks to all of the fellas who
were able to show up for those meetings. Bruce also
kept the Valentines project in the forefront for the cho-
rus — and filled in for me here while | spent some time
out of town. Bruce, please take a bow.

Thanks to Erik, one of the consistent guys at the
pickup guartet rehearsals who, at the last minute was
able to fill in as lead for Sound Investment (and a
thanks to Nelleke for enabling Erik to do that). How
did it feel Erik?

Thanks to Dick Clark for being the driver for Sea-
soned Sound, the quartet responsible for the jobs
sung on Friday in downtown Chicago. And for singing
lead to his wife.

Thanks to Dave Ehst for providing our starting point.

Thanks to all of you who hung up and handed out
flyers and cards this year. While the singing quartets

probably provided leads for 60 to 70 percent of the
valentines, our website (thanks to Diane), SingingVa-

Pitch
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Christmas Show 2009—Kicking it up a Notch

Dave Shepherd

Saturday, December 12, 7:30pm--Performance.
This show is a 1/2 hour earlier than in the past. It
will not only reduce the "down time" between
shows, but will get us out that much sooner to be
rested for our Sunday Show.

Sunday, December, 13, 1:30pm--Our new per-
formance! Note: As the Tivoli Theater has commit-
ments for the evening, after the show, we'll need to
quickly strike our set and clean up after ourselves!
With "all hands on deck," we should be able to com-
plete this task quickly.

| hope you're as excited as | am about adding a
fourth show. | know it's a good day when | get one
more chance to sing "Mary Had a Baby".

So, mark your calendars and be prepared for an
exciting 2009 Christmas show.

R

lentines.com and you provided the rest of the jobs.
I will have more statistics on this in the future.
And now special thanks to Bill Hasselberger and to
Casey Clements (and his better half, Debbie) for
getting many, many jobs that we sang. PS — who
has a Doctor who is about 6ft 6in tall, good looking
and lives downtown? We entertained his wife, who
has to be some kind of model but we don’t want to
tell you what she was modeling when we got
there... all | can tell you is that Don Davia’s eyes
almost popped out of his head!

The next thanks go to Ti Amo and to Kensington
Road. These quartets were available to perform,
but do to a lack of jobs, unfortunately we were not
able to put them on the schedule.

Lastly — and | thank them last because | know
they had the most fun, | want to thank Sound In-
vestment, Seasoned Sound, Note-Torious and
Blind Luck for their participation — driving all over
the country, bopping in and out of cars, preparing
rose presentations and valentine cards, and the
thankless job of singing these gigs for the chapter.
Every quartet reported that the successfully per-
formed their gigs on time and made many women
get very emotional.

The chapter’s take on all of this should be,
monetarily around $1400 net, but even more than
that is the marketing and good will done by all of
our singers. Please give them a round of ap-

plause. &R
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oy "'I want everyone know
/% how much | enjoyed
my first time as a

. Craig Landstrom
“schmoozing” one
of the ladies!

“Singing Valentiner”.
real kick schmoozing and
“schmaltzing” with strange women; espe-
cially when their friends and co-workers
gathered round. | especially enjoyed singing
in the finance department, located in the
upper offices above the showroom at

It was a

Gaming Night (continued)

(Continued from page 1)

a State requirement because we will be working
in a gambling hall situation. When you come in
to work, you sign in and will be cleared to work
because the list of 24 will have been furnished
to the State of lllinois. This is all done to avoid
any mishandling of the money. WE FUNCTION
ONLY AS BANKERS - NO DEALING OR SET UP
REQUIRED BY US. That is handled by Rockford
Gaming personnel. If we do not have 24 signed
up, we will not be allowed to participate. | will
field questions on March 2nd.

Finally, 1 need to tell you that participation is
critical because we plan to use most or all of the

two were dozing (they must have been re-
lated to that baby in Joliet).

Craig Landstrom

Digital camera to take the pictures -
$300

Filling up your gas tank to drive to the
gigs - $60
Watching a classroom full of pre-
kindergarteners listen to you sing to their
teacher — PRICELESS!
Especially the youngster in the Spiderman
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e-Tor‘ious” First Time Valentiner!

Grant’s Appliances in Joliet. One of
the ladies there held a sleeping
baby, who stayed asleep the whole
time we serenaded the crowd. |
figured, if the kid didn’t wake up
and start screaming, we must not
have sounded not too shabby!
Another highlight was singing to
about 60 freshmen and sopho-
mores at LT High School in La-

Grange - even though | felt ex-

tremely “old”. The kids listened  “-itwasa

intently, and | noticed only one or  real kick
schmoozing
and

monies earned toward our trip to  Schmaltzing

Philadelphia. The more guys we have, with strange

the more fun it will be, plus, it won't  women...”

be a hardship on a few. There is no
faster way to make $2,500 - $3,800
in one sitting that | know of! Addition-
ally, we are entitled to 3 more this
year with the same possible results.
Can you even imagine? This is an "off
year" for us and need to plan to make
extra cash for such an event as Phila-
delphia. We will qualify in the fall, no
doubt!

More information will be forthcoming
in the next several weeks.

™R

one-piece. There were p

some very special®
moments that our
quartet (NOTE-

Torious) partook dur- .=
ing the surprise Sing- &
ing Valentines. All of
which were brought to
the unknowing recipi-
ents by the Chorus that has kind
hearted souls and thoughtful indi-
viduals.

Bill Satek =
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' qf@“’ 4 PITCH Edit :
| PIICH Eaitor: I
I wm Bob Nicodem I
I M 18W109 Claremont Dr I
I Darien, IL 60561 |
| PO Box 1005 email: RNicodem@comcast.net
I Downers Grove, IL 60515 Work: (708) 735-8164 Cell: (708) 337-3895 !
The views and opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the official I
| @vs of the Chicagoland West Suburban Chapter aka The West Towns Chorus I
| West Towns rehearses every Monday |
I evening, 7:30 PM on the 2nd floor of Be prepared for a great [
| e aseLode 1090 haren e eooraing session with |
: ) Joe Connelly there to I
I Phone: 630-201-5544 help squeeze out every I
I bit of talent West Towns I
: WWW.westtowns.org has. I
| I
I Let’s show our West Towns Pride by I
I 2008 ILLINOIS DISTRICT CHAMPIONS! wearing our green shirts and being I
I at the church at 7PM. :
N o o o o e e e e e e o mm e e e e mmm e mmm e mmm e -

Recording Session

in attendance.
On Monday, Feb. 23 we are having a re- on time
cording session at Emmanuel Episcopal
Church 203 S. Kensington in LaGrange. Joe
Connelly will be with us to assist and moti-
vate us as we lay down the tracks. Please
note that we will be starting at 7:00 PM so we
can get as much done as possible.

- - CR
We need to have as many singers as possible
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