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I[l1linois District Champions

How’s that for “Blind Luck”?

Jay Elliott

There was an
amiable anticipa-
tion in the crowd
the evening of
Monday, March
2nd, The First An-
nual West Towns
Chorus  Novice
Quartet  Contest
was about to be-
gin. Eight quartets
would put their
best chords for-
ward in an effort to secure the title of
the 2009 West Towns Novice Quartet

Champion.

In the end the winner would be obvi-
ous — Blind Luck, singing “You'll
Never Go Wrong With A Song” with a
rollicking energy and pleasant blend

that would see them score well over
the other competitors; scoring
higher in both judged categories,
Overall Entertainment (32) and Sing-
ing Quality (30) giving them the win-
ning score of 62 .

Final Scores
1st Blind Luck 62
2nd  Not Ready Four 49
3rd Qut of Downers 49
4t Harry & Friends 48
5t Fourclosures 45
6t Three Swigs and a Snort 44
7t Chapters Four 44
8th  X-Sighted 40

Despite their name, Blind Luck, with
Don Davia (Lead), Bill Haselberger
(Tenor), Bob Vokal (Bass), Bill Parks
(Baritone), did not rely on luck to

(Continued on page 3)

A Novice’s Experience

Bill Stob

Last Monday night was a real
blast. To participate in the novice
quartet contest (as the bass in
“Fourclosures™) was a lot of fun. The
event is another reason why | enjoy
the West Towns experience so
much. The mutual encouragement,
laughter and overall good time were
even better than | anticipated. Even
though the singing was a little ragged
at times, the support the group has

for one another is a pleasure to be
part of.

Editor’s Note: Bill
joined West Towns
last year after (&
hearing our spring
show and no pre-
vious Barbershop
experience.
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District Spring Convention

As previously mentioned, West
Towns will be singing our “swan
song” as the 2008 lllinois District
Champions on Saturday, April 18.
We must have everyone there to
make a good showing and the
best possible West Towns per-
formance. (The district website
does not have a schedule for the
convention yet so we do not know
when we will be singing.)

Ken Keever is making arrange-

ments for rooms at the Pere Mar-
quette Hotel. Reservations will
need to be submitted to the hotel
by early April. He will have reser-
vation forms on March 9.

We’ll have more details as they
become available.

Let’s go down and represent West
Towns well and also cheer on our
competing quartets.

Contacts

Music Section Leaders
o Leads
Don Thompson:
donthompson1127@yahoo.com
Phone: (630) 393-9776
Casey Clements:
gtetlead@aol.com
Phone: (815) 351-6419
» Basses
Craig Lancaster:
scrmbcraig@yahoo.com
Phone: (224) 406-6588
Bob Vokal:
BVokal@earthlink.net
Phone: (630) 629-1706
« Baritones
Joe Tomecek:
tomecekfji@msn.com
Phone: (630) 424-0502
Mark Betczynski:
betczynski@sbcglobal.net

Phone: (630) 910-1472
e Tenors
Bob Nicodem:
RNicodem@comcast.net
Home: (630) 960-9277
Cell: (708) 337-3895

Administrative Section Leaders
e Leads
Ron Heilig:

Phone:

o Basses
Jim Deegan:
gogoman59@sbcglobal.net

Phone: (708) 342-2676
o Baritones
Darryl Nordentoft:

dcnord@comcast.net
e Tenors
Bob Nicodem:

RNicodem@comcast.net
Home: (630) 960-9277
Cell: (708) 337-3895

(847) 884-0815

Uniforms
Eric Sutherland:
ers78corvette@hotmail.com
Phone: (630) 579-0719

Sunshine
Jim Williams:
jewilliams4@comcast.net
Phone: (630) 279-0264



“Blind Luck” continued

(Continued from page 1)

secure their victory. The group had worked
together extensively while delivering 18
Singing Valentines over two days, Friday,
February 13 and Saturday, February 14,

singing to 23 ladies.

Some discretionary awards for quartets are
as follows:

“Best” Dressed Quartet, Most Clever Quar-
tet Name and Funniest Quartet awards all
go to Three Swigs and a Snort, who per-
formed a parody of “Nothing Could Be
Finer Than to Be in Carolina”, lan Thomson
(Lead), Frank Fabian (Bass), Bernie Es-

berner (Baritone), Jim Jarosz (Tenor).

Most Entertaining Quartet goes to Blind
Luck.

In addition to the quartet awards several
individual categories should be mentioned.

Most Versatile Singer went to three indi-
viduals who each competed in multiple
quartets in two different voice parts. Three

individuals tied for this award:

e Harry Reineke, sang Baritone in Not
Ready Four and Lead in Harry and Friends
e Bob Vokal, sang Baritone in X-Sighted,
Bass in Blind Luck and Bass in Fourclo-
sures

e Bob Nicodem, sang Tenor in Not Ready
Four and Lead in Fourclosures

Our senior performer was Frank Fabian,
74, singing Bass in Three Swigs and a
Snort

Since West Towns hadn’t done anything
like this recently, we were drawing on per-
sonal experiences from decades past and
copiously stealing ideas from any available
source. The rules we used were loosely
based on those written for the Big Weenie
Tag Singing Contest a favorite Chicagoland

Pitch

barbershop summer time event.

In retrospect, in spite of challenges, fum-
bles and outright mistakes the evening was
carried by the enthusiastic participation of

both the performers and the audience.

In the original press release for this event, |
said:

| stand behind those words now and ap-
plaud again a brand new set of novice com-
petitors who put their heart on the line and
entertained their audience. Any of these
quartets with a little polish and practice
could compete at district — perhaps we’ll
see some of them up on stage this spring.

Jay Elliott, West Towns Chorus Novice Quar-
tet Contest Administrator

Keeping everyone in tune with West Towns
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WEST TOWNS CABARET

Date: Saturday, May 9,2009

Time: 5:00 PM

Place: American Legion Hall 5
4000 Saratoga Ave. g T
Downers Grove, IL

HOWDY, PARDNER

Tickets to go on sale in April

Gaming Night

On Saturday, March 21 we have the opportunity to make quite a lot of
money for the chorus. Please be willing to sign up for one of the time
slots. This is to be held at the

Hub Caps Galaxy Banquets,
4663 Ruby St.,
Schiller Park, IL 60176

We function only as bankers. No dealing or set up required by us. This
is an easy way for us to add $2,500—%$3,000 to our coffers for uniforms
and for our return to the International stage in Philadelphia in 2010.

The Midas Touch?

Bari: My poor Uncle Bob, he was such an unlucky man!
Tenor: How unlucky was he?

Bari: Once when he was digging around in his attic, he uncovered what
looked like a magic lamp. He picked it up and rubbed it, and lo and be-
hold, a genie came out of the lamp, and bestowed on Uncle Bob the Midas
Touch!

Tenor: How was that unlucky?

Bari: For the rest of his life, everything my uncle touched turned into a
muffler.

From the PROBE website, submitted by Tina Gunther, Whittier, California

Pitch
Keeping everyone in tune with West Towns



Volume 3 Issue 10 Page 5

Schedule of Events
March 2009

Yo KI\/IARCH 2009 A

17 South Cook Bash
19 Board Meeting
21 Gaming night
23 Rehearsal
30 Rehearsal
April 2009

6 Rehearsal 8
11 Coaching Session
13 Rehearsal

18 Sing in Peoria—Required 15 1 17 18 9 20 @
20 Rehearsal

27 Rehearsal
May 2009 22
4 Rehearsal
9 Cabaret — American Legion
Hall, Downers Grove. 29 30 31
11 Rehearsal
18 Rehearsal
25 Rehearsal \ /
29-30 Retreat with Kevin Keller
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sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

¢ June 28 — July 5—International
(Anaheim)

August 2009 5

¢  Kane County Cougars 12 3 14 15 16 ( 18

20
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September 2009

26 27 28 29 30

WOV,

# 25-27 Fall Convention (compete to qual- k
ify for International 2010—Philadelphia)

December 2009 (MAY 2009
¢ 10 7:30 PM Tech Rehearsal (Thu) sun  [Mon [Tue | wed |Thu fFri | sat
¢ 11 8:00 PM Christmas Show (Fri) 1 )
¢ 12 2:00 PM & 7:30 PM Christmas show 3 ( : s 6 7 : 9
¢ 13 Sunday 1:30 PM Christmas Show " ’ : ) ) )
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2010 e
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o June 27 — July 4 — International [

(Philadelphia)
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‘Iﬁg_. a PITCH Editor:
T Bob Nicodem
‘V%t O'um 18W109 Claremont Dr

Darien, IL 60561
email: RNicodem@comcast.net

Work: (708) 735-8164  Cell: (708) 337-3895

PO Box 1005 The views and opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of the

Chicagoland West Suburban Chapter aka The West Towns Chorus
Downers Grove, IL 60515

2009 Board
West Towns rehearses every Monday President: Darryl Nordentoft
evening, 7:30 PM on the 2nd floor of the Executive VP Jack Fagan
Music VP: Craig Lancaster
Moose Lodge, 1030 Warren Ave,, Program VP Joe Tomecek
Downers Grove, IL 60515 Membership VP: Bruce Rhoades
Public Relations VP: Jon Dobosenski
Phone: 630-201-5544 Chapter Development VP: John Morrison
Treasurer: Tony Tumea
Secretary: Bob Nicodem
www.westtowns.org Members At-Large: Mark Johnson,

Jon Sutherland
Email: board@westtowns.org

2008 ILLINOIS DISTRICT CHAMPIONS!

South Cook Barbershop Bash

We have been invited to a Barbershop Bash hosted by the South Cook Chapter on Tuesday March
17th. Please let me know if you can attend. John Morrison
South Cook 2009
Winter Beach Party
Good Evening, welcome and thank you all for participating in South Cook’s First Annual Winter Beach
Party. “Recommended attire” for the evening will be “Hawaiian Shirts” and whatever else you have that will

get us into the spirit. The evening will be filled with Chorus, Quartet and Gang singing along with a few con-
tests to enhance the evening.

TIME - 7:00 - 11:ish Date Tuesday MARCH 17th
Location — Orland Chateau — 14500 LaGrange Road, Orland Park, 708-349-7878
Cost - $00.00 / person - Cash Bar - Please Wear Name Badges - Raffle Tickets will be sold

7:00 — 7:30 - Meet and Greet — socializing time, “Quartet “sign in sheet — (Any quartet that would like to be put
on the evening’s program should register to sing.)

7:30 — 8:00 — Directors Choice / Mass Sing — Each Director will be asked to come forward and direct one or two
pole cat songs of their choice or to introduce their favorite tag for all to learn.

8:00 — 10:15- Chorus Performance/Quartets - to sing between Chorus Performances
1) Kankakee Chapter 2) Joliet Chapter 3) Aurora Chapter 4) DuPage Valley Chapter

5) Western Lights 6) West Towns Chorus7) Midwest Crossroads Chorus 8) South Cook Chorus
10:15- 10:30 - Final mass sing / Director Raymond S to lead
10:30- 11:00 — Socializing - on your own, pick up quarteting, etc...

All times may change as we progress through the evening.

Questions - Call Tom Weidenhoefer 708-460-0056 or weidenhoefer@yahoo.com



