
   We have now been contacted by the dis-
trict and given information as to when we 
are singing as outgoing Champions. We 
will sing immediately after the last chorus 
has finished singing in the afternoon. We 
will have a warm up time of 11:00 AM 
SHARP,  dressed and ready to go in our 
new uniforms.  

Songs will be: 

1. “West Towns Opener” (Jack Roller 
voice-over/intro)  

2. “They Wrote ‘Em In The Good Old 
Days” (George Zima Tap Routine ) 

• Short introduction to next song 

3. “I’ll Walk With God”  

• Thanks to District either by Darryl or 
Joe K. 

4. “I’m Gonna Live Till I Die” 

After the contest, about 3:00 PM, we will 
have a pizza party with Bloomington in 
the Marquette room. Then we can go to 
the quartet finals and cheer on our quar-
tets and relax and enjoy the “Show of 
Champions” as part of the audience.  

So far, these are West Towns members 
competing in the quartet contest. 

Vocal Menu 

• Jim Spangler—tenor 
• Casey Clements—lead 
• Andy Kinne—bass 
• Jay Bentz—baritone 

Sound Investment 

• Dave Ehst—tenor 
• Tony Caruso—lead 
• Don Kaap—bass 
• John Morrison—baritone 

� 

I n s i d e  t h i s  

i s s ue :  

Vocal Coach 2 

Schedule 3 

About 

West Towns 

4 

  

Peoria Schedule—April 18 

Pitch 
Keeping everyone in  tune with West Towns 

A p r i l  5 ,  2 0 0 9  V o l u m e  3    I s s u e  1 4  

2 0 0 8  I l l i n o i s  D i s t r i c t  C h a m p i o n s  
P O  B o x  1 0 0 5  

D o w n e r s  G r o v e ,  I L  6 0 5 1 5  

Society Survey  
--BHS Operations Team Survey Committee  

On March 28 Society members were 
s ent  an  emai l  f r om ot sur -
vey@barbershop.org.  This email di-
rects you to a specific link on the Sur-

vey Monkey site; we value your opin-
ion and look forward to receiving your 
feedback! If you have not yet taken 

(Continued on page 2) 

For the next two weeks, we will have 

Stage Presence review starting at 7:00 

pm. We will be doing our full package 

for the “WTC Opener” and “Gonna 

Live Til I Die” at the District Con-

vention on April 18th. If you can't 

make the earlier start, please be cour-

teous to those on the risers when en-

tering the rehearsal hall -- be quiet 

and wait until asked before you step 

on the risers. 

Bring your music for “Almost Like 

Being In Love”, “I Believe” and 

“Lost in the Stars”. We are going to 
(Continued on page 2) 

Early Rehearsals 



dedicate most of the rehearsal on get-

ting these songs in full vocal form as 

these are the songs we're targeting to 

record on May 4th. 

Also as a reminder, we are off music 

(Continued from page 1) on the Mary Poppins set on April 

6th. We must be prepared for 

Kevin's coaching session on April 

11th. Listen to your learning tracks 

and memorize, memorize, memorize. 

Joe T., Assistant Director 

Rehearsals—continued 
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P i t c h  
K e e p i n g  e v e r y o n e  i n   t u n e  w i t h  W e s t  T o w n s  

“I listened in 

amazement to 

t h i s  a w f u l 

voice…” 

The Very Best Vocal Coach  

By Carol Johnson, Director, Manahawkin Chapter 

(Seen in several chapter bulletins, most recently in the Atlantic, 

Iowa, Nishna Notes, Gordon Renfeld, Editor) 

I will remember the first time I 
heard myself on a tape recorder. It 
didn't sound anything like me! My 
friend sounded exactly like herself, 
but that strange voice singing with 
her just wasn't mine. I was shocked 
to realize that it was indeed me. I 
suddenly know that the "wonderful 
voice" I have lived with all of my life 
isn't the same voice that everyone 
else hears. For months, I taped my-
self singing in the chorus. I listened 
in amazement to this awful 
voice...it sang wrong notes, wrong 
words, bad vowels, made funny 
sounds, scooped, and even went 
flat! I became very aware of pitch 

and went right to work to produce 

a better voice.  

Little by little, I improved myself 
as a singer under the cold truth of 
this heartless coach, my tape re-
corder. Yes, your tape recorder is 
the best coach you'll ever find! It 
gives you the opportunity to hear 
the voice that everyone else 

hears.  

Remember that the only person 
who hears the voice in your head 
is you! Any time you are serious 
about good singing, the truth is 
there for you to hear. Just press 

the button.  

� 

the survey, please take a moment 
to search your email inbox for the 
invitation and respond.  The sur-
vey window is open now until 
April 8, 2009.  

Summary results of this new sur-

(Continued from page 1) vey will be published Society-wide 
in a future issue of the Harmon-
izer.  Initial feedback of 2008 data 
was contained in the Nov-Dec 
2008 Harmonizer (page 15).  

Thank you for your valuable in-
put in this process. � 

Survey Continued 
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July 2009 

♦ June 28 – July 5–International 

(Anaheim) 

August 2009 

♦   Kane County Cougars 

 

September 2009 

♦ 25–27 Fall Convention (compete to qual-

ify for International 2010—Philadelphia) 

December 2009 

♦ 10  7:30 PM Tech Rehearsal (Thu) 

♦ 11  8:00 PM Christmas Show (Fri) 

♦ 12  2:00 PM & 7:30 PM7:30 PM7:30 PM7:30 PM Christmas show 

♦ 13 Sunday 1:30 PM Christmas Show13 Sunday 1:30 PM Christmas Show13 Sunday 1:30 PM Christmas Show13 Sunday 1:30 PM Christmas Show    

2010 

♦ June 27 – July 4 – International 

(Philadelphia) 

Schedule of Events 

April 2009  

♦   6  Rehearsal 

♦ 11 Sat: Coaching  
  10 am —3 pm @ Moose 

♦ 13 Rehearsal 

♦ 18 Sing in PeoriaSing in PeoriaSing in PeoriaSing in Peoria—Required 

♦ 20 Rehearsal 

♦ 27 Rehearsal 

May 2009 

♦   4  Recording Session 

♦   9  Cabaret – American Legion 
Hall, Downers Grove. 

♦ 11 Rehearsal 

♦ 18 Rehearsal 

♦ 25 Rehearsal 

♦ 29-30 Retreat with Kevin Keller  

June 2009 

♦   1  Rehearsal 

♦   8  Rehearsal 

♦  15 Rehearsal 

♦  22 Rehearsal 

♦  26, 27, 28 DG Heritage Fest 
Root Beer Float BoothRoot Beer Float BoothRoot Beer Float BoothRoot Beer Float Booth 

♦  29 Rehearsal 

April 2009 

Sun Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

May 2009 

S M T W T Fr S

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

June 2009 
S M Tu W T Fr S

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     



West Towns rehearses every Monday 
evening, 7:30 PM on the 2nd floor of the 
Moose Lodge, 1030 Warren Ave., 
Downers Grove, IL  60515 

Phone: 630630630630----201201201201----5544554455445544 
 

www.westtowns.org  

PO Box 1005 

Downers Grove, IL 60515 

2008 ILLINOIS DISTRICT CHAMPIONS! 
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Bob Nicodem 

18W109 Claremont Dr 

Darien, IL 60561 

email: RNicodem@comcast.net 

Work: (708) 735-8164  Cell: (708) 337-3895 
The views and opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of the 

Chicagoland West Suburban Chapter aka The West Towns Chorus 

2009 Board2009 Board2009 Board2009 Board    
President:  Darryl Nordentoft 
Executive VP:   Jack Fagan 
Music VP:  Craig Lancaster 
Program VP:  Joe Tomecek 
Membership &      Bruce Rhoades 
    Development VPs:     John Morrison 
Public Relations VP: Jon Dobosenski 
Treasurer:  Tony Tumea 
Secretary:  Bob Nicodem 
Members At-Large: Mark Johnson,  
   Jon Sutherland 

Email: board@westtowns.org 

Easter Cantata 

Easter is almost upon us! We invite you to a 
choral event we’re participating in. On the 
Thursday before Easter (April 9), our church's 
chancel choir is performing "The Rose of 
Easter," a cantata by Joseph Martin. It starts 
at 7:00 and will have a reception with re-
freshments afterward. It's a great piece of 
music and a really meaningful way to move 
toward Easter. The church is Community Community Community Community 
Presbyterian, 1111 E. Madison Ave., Presbyterian, 1111 E. Madison Ave., Presbyterian, 1111 E. Madison Ave., Presbyterian, 1111 E. Madison Ave., 
Lombard IL Lombard IL Lombard IL Lombard IL 60148. You can learn more 
about the church at www.cpclombard.org. 
We hope you'll be able to come!  
 

Jon Sutherland & Jim Williams 
� 

Bob Nicodem invites you to listen to a 

special presentation of “The Crucifix-

ion” by John Stainer    � 


