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Practice &Passion

Thoughts from Jay Elliott (and more)
First, a stray comment, | work hard but
| screwed up the presentation repeat
once this week. The leads have had to
learn to say "presentation" at the end of
the CAs bit, we then immediately repeat
the word presentation, then we don't,
do and don't (if you catch my mean-
ing). My mind wandered and low and
behold we weren't were | thought we
were and ... oops. It won't happen in
contest - unless Joe stops us and
makes us redo the same phrase a few
times on stage in Peoria, | guarantee
it. I'll even put $25 on it like Joe T. did a
couple weeks ago - except the deal
goes like this ... if someone screws up
the presentation repeat on stage in
Peoria I'll put $25 to Youth in Harmony
and if we don't screw it up I'll put $25
toward a local food repository, for the
homeless and underprivileged.

| was frustrated.

The Chorus is, for the most part, per-
forming well. Technically we are staying
in pitch better, following Joe better and
using better vocal technique than we
did just a year ago. That improvement
came from effort and focus and a de-
sire to improve, it came from a great
director, new enthusiasm and excellent
coaching. But as good as we were sing-
ing the last couple weeks, there was
something missing or if not missing at
least neglected.

| was frustrated because the chorus is
not investing its heart and imagination
into the performance of these two
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songs. The people in our audience on
Monday were impressed, they were smil-
ing and acknowledging when we did
something beautiful. That's cool. ... but ...
no one cried when we sang feed the birds,
goose bumps were not to be found, we
failed.

| felt a little like a smart ass when Joe
stopped directing to look at me. | was
standing looking at the ground with my
hands in my pockets - | looked up and he
was looking right at me with his hands
poised and waiting to start, waiting for
me. | said "I'm sorry, | was just standing
like everyone has been singing." It came
out harsher than | intended and | felt a
little bad about being negative. ... but
blast it - we're GOOD! We need to sing like
we're GOOD! Not just like engineers and
singers, but like actors, performers, living
breathing people for God's sake.

My great-grandfather ran a "mission" dur-
ing the depression - a soup-kitchen. The
pictures of the people gathered for his
simple sermon and donated food, tell a
story, a story of how hard it is to live when
you don't have enough food, how desper-
ate people can be and yet still care for
one another. The eyes in those pictures
always remind me that we're not really all
that far from the mean existence of the
streets. Look at what is happening to peo-
ple today - losing homes and jobs. Tent
cities in California filled with fami-
lies. Feed The Birds is a timely message
and we need to tell it as if it matters, every
single time we sing it, even if we're just
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Practice & Passion continued

working a phrase over and over. Use that
time to perfect the emotion as well as the
notes and the timing. Remember it's not
sad, it's hopeful, it's recognizing how hu-
manity transcends duress.

At our Coaching session, we had Kevin
Keller on the edge of tears with the emo-
tion we put into the song - and you know
what? That's nothing compared to how
we performed it for Joe C a couple weeks
ago - BUT - last week and this week the
emotion wasn't there, we started focusing
on the technical aspects of the perform-
ance. I'm sorry to say that the only way to
make the technical approach shine is to
let the emotional story polish the edges.

is an emotional counterpoint
to Feed the Birds - it's jovial and sunny,
boisterous and chummy. Have a good
time with it!

Alright, I'm going to get off my soap box.

"Feed the birds." That's what she cries,
while overhead her birds fill the skies ...

A Response to Jay’'s comments:
| agree with those comments, but | have 1
thing that | need to say.

As most of you know, my wife Jennifer was
sitting in the "audience" Monday night.
This was the first rehearsal she has been

able to attend.

We were talking about the rehearsal on
the way home. | specifically asked her
what she thought about the Feed The
Birds ending...

Her comment was this: "It was all | could
do not to cry. | had goose bumps during
the entire ending. You guys were AMAZ-
ING!"

That said, | too feel that we still need to
step up our commitment.

We all have to buy into all the hints that
Joe and the Music team are trying to give

everyone in tune with West Towns

us.
"The Look of the Sound"

"Be Ready before Joe"

etc...

| for one feel extremely blessed that |
have been able to join this group.

God bless you all.

Yours in Barbershop,

Dustin Wells

And once more from Jay:

Yes, an oversight on my part. That would
have been shortly after | made an ass of
myself, and drew everyone's attention to
the fact that they had been coasting
along emotionally? Yes, that was a much
better performance! Involvement went
from about 20% to about 80% and we
nailed the tag!

Thanks Dustin and Jennifer, for helping
me bring the point home. When you put
your hearts into it guys - magic happens!

You've put in a capsule what Joe K has
been trying to get us to do each and
every time we sing. We have not been
doing it. You've identified both what
we've not been doing and what we ought
to be doing. And you've given us a terrific
context for focusing the emotion of both
songs.

We have such an opportunity. For a lot of
reasons, we really can be the outright
District Representative at the Interna-
tional Contest in Philadelphia. We can
"win" the Fall contest, even though
there's no formal winner - just the chorus
with the highest point total. That could be
us if we ALWAYS reach for and get to our
highest possible level of performance,
not just do it for coaches when they

come in.
Ed McDevitt
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Schedule of Events

August 2009
3 Rehearsal
10 Rehearsal
11 Kane County Cougar game
Black pants, green shirt
17 Rehearsal
24 Rehearsal
31 Rehearsal
September 2009
7 Rehearsal
14 Rehearsal
21 Rehearsal
25 -27 District Fall Contest
28 Rehearsal
October 2009
5 Rehearsal
10 Sat—9—3 Christmas Blitz
12 Rehearsal

19 Performance—Monarch Land-

ing—Naperville
26 Rehearsal

November 2009

15 (Sun)1:00 PM Downers Grove Library

December 2009

10 7:30 PM Tech Rehearsal (Thu)
11 8:00 PM Christmas Show (Fri)
12 2:00 PM & 7:30 PM Christmas

show

13 Sunday 1:30 PM Christmas Show

2010

Jan 23 Sat. Installation Banquet

Feb. 13 Sandwich Opera House

June 27 - July 4 - International
(Philadelphia)
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2009 Music Team
Joe Krones
West Towns rehearses every Monday Craig Lancaster
. . Joe Tomecek
evening, 7:30 PM on the 2nd floor of the Mark Betczynski
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Downers Grove, IL 60515 Bob Vokal
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Uniforms: Eric Sutherland
Sunshine: Jim Williams

Attendance Requirements for contest

Here is a brief summary of what Darryl said a  Taping nights:
couple Monday’s ago when he reiterated the Aug. 17
guidelines set by the board and music team

back in April as follows: °© Aug.24
e 80% rehearsals, 5/11t0 9/21 Front Row post-rehearsal extra SP:
e 100% coaching sessions/ retreats e Aug.3
e 100% Sept. rehearsals (7, 14, 21) e Aug. 10
e All performers must turn in an evaluation e Aug 17
tape o Aug. 24

Failure to meet the above requirements may
result in the member being scrutinized by the  Chorus SP drills—promptly at 7 PM

music team for performance readiness. If you Aug. 3
have special circumstances that mean you Aug. 10
can’t make a particular rehearsal, please be ° ug.
sure to let your section leader know. s Aug 17
o Aug. 24

\AAAAAAAA A A A A A A A A A A A A AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALAAAAAAAALAAL )
: Paul Newman founded the Hole in the Wall Gang Camp for children stricken with cancer, AIDS and blood dis-:
® eases. One afternoon he and his wife, Joanne Woodward, stopped by to have lunch with the kids. A counselor ®
4 . . . . 4
¢ at a nearby table, suspecting the young patients wouldn't know that Newman was a famous movie star, ex- ¢
@ plained, 'That's the man who made this camp possible. Maybe you've seen his picture on his salad dressing ®
¢ bottle?' Blank stares. 'Well, you've probably seen his face on his lemonade carton.' An eight-year-old girl perked :
: up. 'How long was he missing?' :
\AAAAAAAA A A A A A A A A A A A A AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALAAAAAAAALAAL )



