
POW!POW!POW!POW!  presents the WEST TOWNS CHORUS 60TH ANNIVERSARY COOK-WEST TOWNS CHORUS 60TH ANNIVERSARY COOK-WEST TOWNS CHORUS 60TH ANNIVERSARY COOK-WEST TOWNS CHORUS 60TH ANNIVERSARY COOK-
BOOKBOOKBOOKBOOK available for sale starting MONDAY, AUGUST 10th.MONDAY, AUGUST 10th.MONDAY, AUGUST 10th.MONDAY, AUGUST 10th.   The price for 
the cookbook is $12.00 during the month of August and will be $15.00 
starting September 1st. Cookbooks will be available each of the Monday 
nights of August at The Moose.   Plan ahead now for gift giving and add-
ing to your collection.  Thank you for your support.  

During the break I learned that the SCBM 
reached second place during the 2008 
Dutch competition; and it showed! 
A group of 30 motivated men, singing con-
centrated, following the inspirational di-
rector well and keeping the pitch! And 
comparable riser discipline ... So I started 
learned a new song on the risers after the 
break. Well, in short, you feel directly "at 
home"; so comparable was the "SCBM 
chorus" rehearsal with the barbershop 
choruses in the US! 
And afterwards, the afterglow, or better 
said “afterfire”, where half the chorus 
joined. What a fun. About 90% of the 
songs were "American" songs. 
If you are curious, please have a look at 
their website at: 
 http://scbm.nl/index.php?pi=2&lang=nl  
or if you prefer it in English, because 
Dutch is too challenging: 
 http://scbm.nl/index.php?pi=1&lang=en  
 
The chorus is part of the Dutch Associa-
tion of Barbershop Singers. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Cookbook has Arrived!Cookbook has Arrived!Cookbook has Arrived!Cookbook has Arrived!    

During our 2 week visit to the Nether-
lands Nelleke and I were finally able to 
visit one of 14 or so barbershop cho-
ruses in Holland. That never happened 
before due to conflicting schedules. 
So we found the nice location in the city 
of Eindhoven, where "The Southern 
Comfort Barber Mates" meet, anxious 
to experience the "Dutch barbershop" 
scene. The "SCBM" are lucky to have a 
local kind of community hall available, 
including a small bar. During the same 
evening the equivalent of the 
Choraliers, the "Southern Comfort Bar-
ber Gals" were rehearsing as well in an-
o t he r  w i n g  o f  th e  bu i l d i n g . 
They were already 15 minutes into their 
rehearsal but when we arrived we were 
promptly invited to sit down and listen. 
(My 2001 WTC experience was not sit-
ting but standing ... on the risers ... for 
the best experience ... and still stand-
ing ... )  A new song was being re-
hearsed but shortly after that, for the 
(guests) fun, some well know songs 
were performed. 

Dutch TreatDutch TreatDutch TreatDutch Treat    
By Erik RoffelsenBy Erik RoffelsenBy Erik RoffelsenBy Erik Roffelsen    
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P i t c h  
K e e p i n g  e v e r y o n e  i n  t u n e  w i t h  W e s t  T o w n s  

 
Attendance Requirements for contest 

Here is a brief summary of what Darryl said a cou-
ple Monday’s ago when he reiterated the guide-
lines set by the board and music team back in 
April as follows:  
• 80% rehearsals, 5/11 to 9/21 
• 100% coaching sessions/ retreats 
• 100% Sept. rehearsals (7, 14, 21) 
• All performers must turn in an evaluation tape  
Failure to meet the above requirements may result 
in the member being scrutinized by the music 
team for performance readiness. If you have spe-
cial circumstances that mean you can’t make a 
particular rehearsal, please be sure to let your sec-
tion leader know. 

Taping nights:Taping nights:Taping nights:Taping nights:  
• Aug. 17 
• Aug. 24 
Front Row postFront Row postFront Row postFront Row post----rehearsal extra SP:rehearsal extra SP:rehearsal extra SP:rehearsal extra SP:    
• Aug. 10 
• Aug. 17 
• Aug. 24 
Chorus SP drillsChorus SP drillsChorus SP drillsChorus SP drills    
• Aug. 10 
• Aug. 17 
• Aug. 24 

Performance and Outing!Performance and Outing!Performance and Outing!Performance and Outing!    
This Tuesday, August 11 we will be singing the National Anthem for the Kane This Tuesday, August 11 we will be singing the National Anthem for the Kane This Tuesday, August 11 we will be singing the National Anthem for the Kane This Tuesday, August 11 we will be singing the National Anthem for the Kane 
County Cougars. County Cougars. County Cougars. County Cougars. This is a family event and we will stay for the game, buy some 
peanuts and Cracker Jacks, I don’t care … oops, got carried away there. I be-
lieve there will be fireworks after the game as well. Arrive by 6:00 PM Arrive by 6:00 PM Arrive by 6:00 PM Arrive by 6:00 PM to re-
hearse. Wear: Black shoes, black pants, green short sleeve shirtBlack shoes, black pants, green short sleeve shirtBlack shoes, black pants, green short sleeve shirtBlack shoes, black pants, green short sleeve shirt. For additional 
information, contact Don 
Davia. 

Monday we will be re-
hearsing the National 
Anthem in preparation 
for the KC Cougars 
game on Tuesday the 
11th. Please bring your 
music if you have a 
copy.. 
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November 2009 

♦ 15 15 15 15 (Sun)1:00 PM Downers Grove Library    

December 2009 

♦ 10  7:30 PM Tech Rehearsal (Thu) 

♦ 11  8:00 PM Christmas Show (Fri) 

♦ 12  2:00 PM & 7:30 PM7:30 PM7:30 PM7:30 PM Christmas 
show 

♦ 13 Sunday 1:30 PM Christmas Show13 Sunday 1:30 PM Christmas Show13 Sunday 1:30 PM Christmas Show13 Sunday 1:30 PM Christmas Show    

2010 

♦ Jan 23 Sat. Installation Banquet 

♦ Feb. 13 Sandwich Opera House 

♦ June 27 – July 4 – International 
(Philadelphia) 

Schedule of Events 

August 2009 

♦ 10 Rehearsal 
♦ 11 Kane County Cougar game11 Kane County Cougar game11 Kane County Cougar game11 Kane County Cougar game    

Black pants, green shirt 
♦ 17 Rehearsal 
♦ 24 Rehearsal 
♦ 31 Rehearsal 

September 2009 

♦   7  Rehearsal 
♦ 14 Rehearsal 
♦ 21 Rehearsal 
♦ 25 -27 District Fall ContestFall ContestFall ContestFall Contest 
♦ 28 Rehearsal 

October 2009 

♦   5  Rehearsal 
♦ 10 Sat—9—3 Christmas Blitz 
♦ 12 Rehearsal 
♦ 19 Performance—Monarch Land-Monarch Land-Monarch Land-Monarch Land-

inginginging————NapervilleNapervilleNapervilleNaperville    
♦ 26 Rehearsal 

Reminder! Rehearsal  on Labor DayReminder! Rehearsal  on Labor DayReminder! Rehearsal  on Labor DayReminder! Rehearsal  on Labor Day    
with Joe Connelly coaching. with Joe Connelly coaching. with Joe Connelly coaching. with Joe Connelly coaching.     

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

August  2009  
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West Towns rehearses every Monday 
evening, 7:30 PM on the 2nd floor of the 
Moose Lodge, 1030 Warren Ave., 
Downers Grove, IL  60515 

Phone: 630630630630----201201201201----5544554455445544 
 

www.westtowns.org  

PO Box 1005 

Downers Grove, IL 60515 
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PITCH PITCH PITCH PITCH Editor:Editor:Editor:Editor:        
Bob Nicodem 

18W109 Claremont Dr 
Darien, IL 60561 

email: RNicodem@comcast.net 
Work: (708) 735-8164  Cell: (708) 337-3895 

The views and opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the official 
views of the Chicagoland West Suburban Chapter aka The West Towns Chorus 

2009 Music Team2009 Music Team2009 Music Team2009 Music Team    
Joe Krones 

Craig Lancaster 
Joe Tomecek 

Mark Betczynski 
Jay Bentz 
Bob Vokal 

Don Thompson 
Bob Nicodem 

Casey Clements 
Ed McDevitt 

Email: musicteam@westtowns.org 
 

Uniforms: Eric Sutherland 
Sunshine: Jim Williams 

Dutch Treat continued 

http://dabs.nl/joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=category&sectionid=4&id=21&Itemid=40 
 
In other words, if you happen to be in the Netherlands and have an open evening, feel free to visit 
and most likely you will wind up on the risers. 
And for some more fun, they also sing a couple of barbershop songs in the Dutch language and I 
asked if I might receive some mp3 files. The file is available on the Pitch page as: 
  http://www.westtowns.org/pitch/DutchBBS.mp3   
 

(Continued from page 1) 


