
One important reminderOne important reminderOne important reminderOne important reminder————ALL chorus ALL chorus ALL chorus ALL chorus 
members singing with us in the contest members singing with us in the contest members singing with us in the contest members singing with us in the contest 
MUST have their society membership MUST have their society membership MUST have their society membership MUST have their society membership 
dues paid updues paid updues paid updues paid up----totototo----date AND have a full con-date AND have a full con-date AND have a full con-date AND have a full con-
vention registrationvention registrationvention registrationvention registration. If you are not sure if 
you are paid up, go to  
https://ebiz.barbershop.org/ebusiness/ https://ebiz.barbershop.org/ebusiness/ https://ebiz.barbershop.org/ebusiness/ https://ebiz.barbershop.org/ebusiness/     
and login. If you need help, contact your 
chapter secretary, Bob Nicodem, OH, 
that’s me — I’ll be happy to help. 
Ken Keever will have hotel registration 
forms (for the Pere Marquette). The forms 
must be returned to him no later Sept 7 
so he can get all the room reservations 
made.  
Let’s have some FUN!Let’s have some FUN!Let’s have some FUN!Let’s have some FUN!    
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Keeping everyone in tune with West Towns 

A u g u s t  1 6 ,  2 0 0 9  V o l u m e  3    I s s u e  3 3  

J a c k  R o l l e r — 2 0 0 8  B a r b e r s h o p p e r  o f  t h e  Y e a r  

P O  B o x  1 0 0 5  

D o w n e r s  G r o v e ,  I L  6 0 5 1 5  

The Illinois District fall con-
vention and contest is com-
ing up faster than you think. 
The convention starts on 
Friday, September 26 with 

the preliminary quartet contest. On Sat-
urday, the quartet finals will start either 
late morning or early afternoon. The 
chorus contest will be in the evening. 
The final schedule has not been posted 
by the district but we will have a morn-
ing rehearsal. The rehearsal will proba-
bly be late enough to allow time to drive 
down Saturday morning for those who 
cannot come down on Friday to cheer 
on the quartets. 

Convention & ContestConvention & ContestConvention & ContestConvention & Contest    

As promised here are the pitches for Step In Time. If you will pay close 
attention the pitches REPEAT. So here you are. 

Measure 41 PITCH IS "C" WE WILL STEP IN TIME 
Measure 51 PITCH IS "C" WATCH THE FRONT ROW 
Measure 61 PITCH IS "C# UP TO THE RISERS 
Measure 71 PITCH IS "B FLAT" WERE THE BASSES 
Measure 81 PITCH IS "E FLAT" JOE KRONES 

JUDGES SECTION: As I said they all repeat again. 
Measure 91 PITCH IS "E FLAT" SINGING JUDGES 
Measure 101 PITCH IS "C" THOS GUYS TYPE IN TIME 
Measure 111 PITCH IS "C#" PRESENTATION STEP IN TIME 
Measure 125 PITCH IS "B FLAT" MUSIC JUDGES STEP IN TIME 
Measure 139 PITCH IS "E FLAT" BARBERSHOPPERS STEP IN TIME 
I would suggest you get a pitch pipe or a piano whatever is least expensive of the 
two and practice these pitches over and over with the key changes. Once you have 
mastered the key changes you will be golden because they repeat.  

(Continued on page 4) 

Director’s CornerDirector’s CornerDirector’s CornerDirector’s Corner    
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Under the direction of Dr. Greg Lyne, 
Voices in HarmonyVoices in HarmonyVoices in HarmonyVoices in Harmony (northern Califor-
nia's Premier Men's A Cappella Cho-
rus) will represent the US at the 10th 
Annual Russian Music Festival from 
Aug 18-23, 2009, in St. Petersburg, 
Russia. 

 Pride of the PacificPride of the PacificPride of the PacificPride of the Pacific 
(www.pridepacificchorus.org), a fe-
male chorus also directed by Dr. 
Lyne, and Old SchoolOld SchoolOld SchoolOld School 
(www.oldschoolqt.com), a barber-
shop quartet from the east coast 
who recently earned the 2nd place 
International quartet silver medal at 
the Barbershop Harmony Society In-
ternational Convention, will also join 

60th Anniversary Cookbooks60th Anniversary Cookbooks60th Anniversary Cookbooks60th Anniversary Cookbooks    
60th Anniversary Cookbooks60th Anniversary Cookbooks60th Anniversary Cookbooks60th Anniversary Cookbooks available for sale before Chorus practices during August 
for $12.00 each.  In September, they will be $15.00 each.  If you are receiving this is-
sue of the PITCH and are not attending practice but would like to purchase a cookbook 
or cookbooks, please contact Linda Carey, POW! member and she 
will get them to you.  She can be reached at 708-352-6383 or 
webbco916@sbcglobal.net.  Thank you for your support of this 
fundraiser.  

Voices in Harmony, along with eleven 
Russian ensembles from all parts of 
the country. 

 During the festival, the groups will 
teach master classes and perform 
during concerts at world-class con-
cert halls! 

 After their journey in Russia, Voices 
in Harmony will perform several pub-
lic concerts throughout northern Cali-
fornia in October, including their an-
nual holiday concert in December. 

For concert and ticket information, 
visit the official press release at 
www.barbershop.org under "Latest 
News Items." 

Another Awesome Chorus Heads Overseas to Represent the US! 

Director of Ambassadors of Harmony, Jim Henry, on a local FOX program; Great 
Northern Union on Minnesota Public Radio; Gene Cokeroft (Suntones quartet) 
fetured in The Miami Herald, Alexandria Harmonizers gets publicity with Rep. Ilena 
Ros-Lehtinen; and The Perfect Gentlemen quartet appeared on Gene Simmons 
Family Jewels on August 9 (watch here: http://www.aetv.com/gene-simmons-family-
jewels/video/?bcpid=1443726600&bclid=32229604001&bctid=32644295001. 

 What's next? Barbershop on Conan O'Brien? (Actually - yes - but not yet - we'll 
keep you posted!)To read more about these big-time media gigs, visit our blog at 
www.barbershopHQ.com. 

News Outlets Show Love to Barbershoppers  

The following two articles are from the most recent LiveWire. 
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November 2009 

♦ 15 15 15 15 (Sun)1:00 PM Downers Grove Library    

December 2009 

♦ 10  7:30 PM Tech Rehearsal (Thu) 

♦ 11  8:00 PM Christmas Show (Fri) 

♦ 12  2:00 PM & 7:30 PM7:30 PM7:30 PM7:30 PM Christmas 
show 

♦ 13 Sunday 1:30 PM Christmas Show13 Sunday 1:30 PM Christmas Show13 Sunday 1:30 PM Christmas Show13 Sunday 1:30 PM Christmas Show    

2010 

♦ Jan 23 Sat. Installation Banquet 

♦ Feb. 13 Sandwich Opera House 

♦ June 27 – July 4 – International 
(Philadelphia) 

Schedule of Events 

August 2009 

♦ 17 Rehearsal 
♦ 20 Board Meeting20 Board Meeting20 Board Meeting20 Board Meeting    
♦ 24 Rehearsal 
♦ 31 Rehearsal 

September 2009 

♦   7  Rehearsal 
♦ 14 Rehearsal 
♦ 21 Rehearsal 
♦ 25 -27 District Fall ContestFall ContestFall ContestFall Contest 
♦ 28 Rehearsal 

October 2009 

♦   5  Rehearsal 
♦ 10 Sat—9—3 Christmas Blitz 
♦ 12 Rehearsal 
♦ 19 Performance—Monarch Land-Monarch Land-Monarch Land-Monarch Land-

inginginging————NapervilleNapervilleNapervilleNaperville    
♦ 26 Rehearsal 

Reminder! Rehearsal  on Reminder! Rehearsal  on Reminder! Rehearsal  on Reminder! Rehearsal  on Labor DayLabor DayLabor DayLabor Day    
with Joe Connelly coaching. with Joe Connelly coaching. with Joe Connelly coaching. with Joe Connelly coaching.     

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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August  2009  
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S U M O T U W E T H F R S A
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Board Meeting this Thursday! 



West Towns rehearses every Monday 

evening, 7:30 PM on the 2nd floor of the 

Moose Lodge, 1030 Warren Ave., 

Downers Grove, IL  60515 

Phone: 630630630630----201201201201----5544554455445544 
 

www.westtowns.org  

PO Box 1005 

Downers Grove, IL 60515 
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PITCH PITCH PITCH PITCH Editor:Editor:Editor:Editor:        
Bob Nicodem 

18W109 Claremont Dr 
Darien, IL 60561 

email: RNicodem@comcast.net 
Work: (708) 735-8164  Cell: (708) 337-3895 

The views and opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the official 
views of the Chicagoland West Suburban Chapter aka The West Towns Chorus 

2009 Music Team2009 Music Team2009 Music Team2009 Music Team    

Joe Krones 
Craig Lancaster 
Joe Tomecek 

Mark Betczynski 
Jay Bentz 
Bob Vokal 

Don Thompson 
Bob Nicodem 

Casey Clements 
Ed McDevitt 

Email: musicteam@westtowns.org 
 

Uniforms: Eric Sutherland 
Sunshine: Jim Williams 

Here is a brief summary of what Darryl said a 
couple Monday’s ago when he reiterated the 
guidelines set by the board and music team back 
in April as follows:  
• 80% rehearsals, 5/11 to 9/21 
• 100% coaching sessions/ retreats 
• 100% Sept. rehearsals (7, 14, 21) 
• All performers must turn in an evaluation tape  
Failure to meet the above requirements may re-
sult in the member being scrutinized by the mu-
sic team for performance readiness. If you have 
special circumstances that mean you can’t make 
a particular rehearsal, please be sure to let your 
section leader know. 

Taping nights:Taping nights:Taping nights:Taping nights:  
• Aug. 17 
• Aug. 24 
Front Row postFront Row postFront Row postFront Row post----rehearsal extra SP:rehearsal extra SP:rehearsal extra SP:rehearsal extra SP:    
• Aug. 10 
• Aug. 17 
• Aug. 24 
Chorus SP drillsChorus SP drillsChorus SP drillsChorus SP drills    
• Aug. 10 
• Aug. 17 
• Aug. 24 

Attendance Requirements for contest 

 As you know I will be leaving for Rus-
sia  and will not be at the next two re-
hearsals. Joe T. will be at the helm 

leading you to perfection. I look forward to com-
ing back to a well polished chorus READY TO FO-
CUS on Peoria. Gentlemen we have a job to do 

(Continued from page 1) and that is to be the BEST in Peoria this Fall. Let’s 
keep focused on the goal of Music Excellence with 
The West Towns Heart. Have a great time while I 
am gone and I will see you when I return. 

Joe KronesJoe KronesJoe KronesJoe Krones    
Music Director of The West Towns Chorus  

Director’s Corner continued 


