
members singing with us in the contest members singing with us in the contest members singing with us in the contest members singing with us in the contest 
MUST have their society membership MUST have their society membership MUST have their society membership MUST have their society membership 
dues paid updues paid updues paid updues paid up----totototo----date AND have a full con-date AND have a full con-date AND have a full con-date AND have a full con-
vention registrationvention registrationvention registrationvention registration. If you are not sure if 
you are paid up, go to  
https://ebiz.barbershop.org/ebusiness/ https://ebiz.barbershop.org/ebusiness/ https://ebiz.barbershop.org/ebusiness/ https://ebiz.barbershop.org/ebusiness/     
and login. If you need help, contact your 
chapter secretary, Bob Nicodem, OH, 
that’s me — I’ll be happy to help. 
Ken Keever will have hotel registration 
forms (for the Pere Marquette). The forms 
must be returned to him no later Sept 7 
so he can get all the room reservations 
made.  
Let’s have some FUN!Let’s have some FUN!Let’s have some FUN!Let’s have some FUN!    
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The Illinois District fall convention and 
contest is coming up faster than you 
think. The convention starts on Friday, 
September 26 with the preliminary 
quartet contest. On Saturday, the quar-
tet finals will start either late morning 
or early afternoon. The chorus contest 
will be in the evening. 
The final schedule has not been posted 
by the district but we will have a morn-
ing rehearsal. The rehearsal will proba-
bly be late enough to allow time to drive 
down Saturday morning for those who 
cannot come down on Friday to cheer 
on the quartets. 
One important reminderOne important reminderOne important reminderOne important reminder————ALL chorus ALL chorus ALL chorus ALL chorus 

Convention & ContestConvention & ContestConvention & ContestConvention & Contest    

Attendance Requirements for contest 

Here is a brief summary of what Dar-
ryl said a couple Monday’s ago when 
he reiterated the guidelines set by 
the board and music team back in 
April as follows:  
• 80% rehearsals, 5/11 to 9/21 
• 100% coaching sessions/ re-

treats 
• 100% Sept. rehearsals (7, 14, 

21) 
• All performers must turn in an 

evaluation tape  
Failure to meet the above require-
ments may result in the member be-
ing scrutinized by the music team for 
performance readiness. If you have 
special circumstances that mean 
you can’t make a particular re-
hearsal, please be sure to let your 
section leader know. 

Last Taping night:Last Taping night:Last Taping night:Last Taping night:  
• Aug. 24 
Front Row postFront Row postFront Row postFront Row post----rehearsal extra SP:rehearsal extra SP:rehearsal extra SP:rehearsal extra SP:    
• Aug. 24 
Chorus SP drillsChorus SP drillsChorus SP drillsChorus SP drills    
• Aug. 24 
CostumesCostumesCostumesCostumes    
• Sep. 7—be prepared to wear your cos-

tume  
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 60th Anniversary Cookbooks60th Anniversary Cookbooks60th Anniversary Cookbooks60th Anniversary Cookbooks    
60th Anniversary Cookbooks60th Anniversary Cookbooks60th Anniversary Cookbooks60th Anniversary Cookbooks available for sale before Chorus practices during August 
for $12.00 each.  In September, they will be $15.00 each.  If you are receiving this is-
sue of the PITCH and are not attending practice but would like to purchase a cookbook 
or cookbooks, please contact Linda Carey, POW! member and she 
will get them to you.  She can be reached at 708-352-6383 or 
webbco916@sbcglobal.net.  Thank you for your support of this 
fundraiser.  

Thanks to Joe Tomecek, here are a few pictures from  the West Towns family outing at 
the KCC game on Tuesday, Aug 11 where a good time was had by all. 

Kane County Cougar Game 
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November 2009 

♦ 15 15 15 15 (Sun)1:00 PM Downers Grove Library    

December 2009 

♦ 10  7:30 PM Tech Rehearsal (Thu) 

♦ 11  8:00 PM Christmas Show (Fri) 

♦ 12  2:00 PM & 7:30 PM7:30 PM7:30 PM7:30 PM Christmas 
show 

♦ 13 Sunday 1:30 PM Christmas Show13 Sunday 1:30 PM Christmas Show13 Sunday 1:30 PM Christmas Show13 Sunday 1:30 PM Christmas Show    

2010 

♦ Jan 23 Sat. Installation Banquet 

♦ Feb. 13 Sandwich Opera House 

♦ June 27 – July 4 – International 
(Philadelphia) 

Schedule of Events 

August 2009 

♦ 24 Rehearsal 
♦ 31 Rehearsal 

September 2009 

♦   7  Rehearsal 
♦ 14 Rehearsal 
♦ 17 Board Meeting 
♦ 21 Rehearsal 
♦ 25 -27 District Fall ContestFall ContestFall ContestFall Contest 
♦ 28 Rehearsal 

October 2009 

♦   5  Rehearsal 
♦ 10 Sat—9—3 Christmas Blitz 
♦ 12 Rehearsal 
♦ 19 Performance—Monarch Land-Monarch Land-Monarch Land-Monarch Land-

inginginging————NapervilleNapervilleNapervilleNaperville    
♦ 26 Rehearsal 

Reminder! Rehearsal  on Reminder! Rehearsal  on Reminder! Rehearsal  on Reminder! Rehearsal  on Labor DayLabor DayLabor DayLabor Day    
with Joe Connelly coaching. with Joe Connelly coaching. with Joe Connelly coaching. with Joe Connelly coaching.     

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

August  2009  

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 9  

S U M O T U W E T H F R S A

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7777     8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27272727     28 29 30    

O C T O B E R  2 0 0 9  

S U M O T U W E T H F R S A

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10101010     

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19191919     20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Only 5 Mondays until Contest! 



West Towns rehearses every Monday 
evening, 7:30 PM on the 2nd floor of the 
Moose Lodge, 1030 Warren Ave., 
Downers Grove, IL  60515 

Phone: 630630630630----201201201201----5544554455445544 
 

www.westtowns.org  

PO Box 1005 
Downers Grove, IL 60515 
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PITCH PITCH PITCH PITCH Editor:Editor:Editor:Editor:        
Bob Nicodem 

18W109 Claremont Dr 
Darien, IL 60561 

email: RNicodem@comcast.net 
Work: (708) 735-8164  Cell: (708) 337-3895 

The views and opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the official 
views of the Chicagoland West Suburban Chapter aka The West Towns Chorus 

2009 Music Team2009 Music Team2009 Music Team2009 Music Team    
Joe Krones 

Craig Lancaster 
Joe Tomecek 

Mark Betczynski 
Jay Bentz 
Bob Vokal 

Don Thompson 
Bob Nicodem 

Casey Clements 
Ed McDevitt 

Email: musicteam@westtowns.org 
 

Uniforms: Eric Sutherland 
Sunshine: Jim Williams 

Ring Lardner enumerates six deadly sins of close harmonyRing Lardner enumerates six deadly sins of close harmonyRing Lardner enumerates six deadly sins of close harmonyRing Lardner enumerates six deadly sins of close harmony    
 

Who is Ring Lardner, nee Ringgold William Lardner? Well, if you’re not a culture vulture, let me remind 
you, courtesy of my Encyclopedia Americana: “While Lardner is thought of primarily as one of the major 
American humorists, critics have pointed out that his satire is caustic, often picturing his characters as 
unhappy, shabby, exhibitionists. His stories are read, however, for their shining humor and the excelling 
character delineation of the lower middle class.” 

Long before our Society was founded, Sigmund Spaeth wrote a book, published by Simon and Schuster in 
1925, Barber Shop Ballads. Ring Lardner wrote the introduction, which enumerated the the six deadly 
sins of close harmony: 

A tenor who, being the only tenor, takes a high tonic instead of a third for his finishing note. 

A lead who says he knows a song when he doesn’t. 

A man who thinks there is nothing to baritone except winding up on the fifth. 

A man who thinks bass is just the lead two, three octaves lower. 

A tenor who would rather sing baritone. 

And a girl who sings tenor and says it’s alto. 

—Research by Tom Pearce, Charlottesville Chapter 

Big D Bulletin, December 1998 


