
Be on the risers in Be on the risers in Be on the risers in Be on the risers in YOUR COSTUME YOUR COSTUME YOUR COSTUME YOUR COSTUME on Monday night at 7:00 PM SHARP so we on Monday night at 7:00 PM SHARP so we on Monday night at 7:00 PM SHARP so we on Monday night at 7:00 PM SHARP so we 

can get the most value from the can get the most value from the can get the most value from the can get the most value from the MIGHTY AWESOME JOE CONNELLY!MIGHTY AWESOME JOE CONNELLY!MIGHTY AWESOME JOE CONNELLY!MIGHTY AWESOME JOE CONNELLY!    
No, Joe C is not coaching us on our costumes, but our costumes should help us see  
the bird woman and meet those cheery sweeps! Let’s transport ourselves and our 
audience back to 1910 to experience the streets of London, to help the less fortu-
nate and step in time with our mates. 
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Costume Coaching?Costume Coaching?Costume Coaching?Costume Coaching?    

Director’s DilemmaDirector’s DilemmaDirector’s DilemmaDirector’s Dilemma    
This past week your board was asked to 
consider making commitments for the 
year 2014 and will most likely need your 

input.  

Several Illinois barbershoppers were in-
vited to a meeting, the purpose which was 
to decide whether to endorse the idea of 
submitting a proposal to the Barbershop 
Harmony Society to host the International 
Convention in 2014 (a date that was va-
cated when Minneapolis was moved to 
2017).  The decision was made that host-
ing the convention was feasible if barber-
shop chapters in Chicagoland supported 
the idea and would commit volunteers in 

sufficient numbers. 

Therefore, the board of the Chicago West 
Suburban Chapter is being asked to (1) 
endorse and support a proposal to host 
the International Convention in Chicago in 
2014 and (2) determine, by October 1,determine, by October 1,determine, by October 1,determine, by October 1, 
how many volunteers (chapter members, 
spouses/significant others, family mem-
bers, friends, etc.) our chapter can con-
tribute to planning for and running the 

convention.   

The BHS Convention Bid manual lays out 
the process that the hosting District, 
Chapter, or other unit must follow in pre-
paring and submitting its proposal for 

hosting a convention.  It lists and describes 
six important selection criteria as follows; ac-
cessibility, affordability, attractiveness, facili-
ties, financial, and geographical. The BHS 
Convention Manual describes the functions of 
23 committees that must be formed and 
staffed to conduct the business of the con-
vention.   This proposal must be submitted by 
October 31, 2009, to the Society Events Com-
mittee for evaluation and a site visit.  In order 
to staff the afore-mentioned Convention Com-
mittees, we will need the support and commit-
ment of 300 to 400 Barbershop members 
and spouses.  This requirement far exceeds 
the resources of any few chapters, so we are 
contacting all Chicagoland Chapters and re-
questing your pledge of support.  This effort 
will involve responsible members devoting 
volunteer time for meetings and calls during 
the next four years and then on-site activities 

during convention week. 

This group is working with some people on a 
promising convention site and since the last 
time the International Barbershop Convention 
was held in Chicago was in 1966, they feel it 
is high time for Barbershoppers to see and 

enjoy Chicagoland. 

Your board will be discussing this, but given 
our time constraints, we thought you should 

have a heads up on this possible venture. 
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P i t c h  
K e e p i n g  e v e r y o n e  i n  t u n e  w i t h  W e s t  T o w n s  

 

Mark your calendars for our Christmas Music Blitz on Saturday, October 10th from 9 to 1pm at 
the Moose hall. Our regular Monday rehearsals immediately following the Peoria contest will be 
focused on preparing for the October 19th performance. Therefore we need a special rehearsal 
to kick off the Christmas season.  This rehearsal will focus on all the music we are targeting for 
the 2009 Christmas Show, including one new combined number. Please plan on being present 

for the full four hours as there is a lot of music to cover. 

Thanks,  Joe T.  

October 10th Christmas Blitz 

On Sunday afternoon, September 13 from 3 pm till 4:30 pm the Downers Grove Arts 

Council (of which WTC is a founding member) will host an Open House that is free to the 

public. It is being held in the meeting room of the DG library on Curtiss Street, just one 

block south of the Moose Hall (the same room where we hold our annual performance 

there). The purpose of the Open House is to publicize to the public the various Perform-

ing Arts Groups that make Downers Grove their home.  WTC will have some flyers there, 

our banner and our promotional DVD playing in the background. The whole event will be 

rather informal, but if you have some time and can be there for part of the time to help 

publicize WTC and mingle with whomever is there, that would be great.  

Tony Tumea 

Downers Grove Art Council 

Hotel Registration Form 

Name:  _______________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________ 
 
City:  ____________________   State  ______   Zip  _________ 
 
Type of Room: _______________    Non-Smoking  _____________ 
 
Credit Card Number: _____________________________________ 
 
Type: Visa __  MasterCard ___    Exp. Date:  ____________ 
 
Arrival Date:  _______________  Departure  ____________ 
 
Room Rate $102.00 per night plus tax 
 
Return to Ken Keever no later than Sept. 7, 2009 

Ken Keever is again 

making room reser-

vations for us but 

must have this form 

by Labor Day Mon-

day night.  

 ———————————— 

Each person must 

handle their own 

convention registra-

tion—see page 4. 
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November 2009 

♦   2  Rehearsal 

♦   9  Rehearsal 

♦ 15 15 15 15 (Sun)1:00 PM Downers Grove Li-

brary 

♦ 16  Rehearsal 

♦ 19 Board meeting 

♦ 23 Rehearsal 

♦ 30 Rehearsal    

December 2009 

♦ 10  7:30 PM Tech Rehearsal (Thu) 

♦ 11  8:00 PM Christmas Show (Fri) 

♦ 12  2:00 PM & 7:30 PM7:30 PM7:30 PM7:30 PM Christmas 

show 

♦ 13 Sunday 1:30 PM Christmas Show13 Sunday 1:30 PM Christmas Show13 Sunday 1:30 PM Christmas Show13 Sunday 1:30 PM Christmas Show    

2010 

♦ Jan 23 Sat. Installation Banquet 

♦ Feb. 13 Sandwich Opera House 

♦ June 27 – July 4 – International 

(Philadelphia) 

Schedule of Events 
September 2009 

♦   7  Rehearsal/Coaching with Joe 7  Rehearsal/Coaching with Joe 7  Rehearsal/Coaching with Joe 7  Rehearsal/Coaching with Joe 

Connelly & Costume Debut Connelly & Costume Debut Connelly & Costume Debut Connelly & Costume Debut  

♦   6  Front Row rehearsal 

♦ 14 Rehearsal 

♦ 17 Board Meeting 

♦ 21 Rehearsal 

♦ 25 -27 District Fall ContestFall ContestFall ContestFall Contest 

♦ 28 Rehearsal 

October 2009 
♦   5  Rehearsal 

♦ 10101010 Sat: 9—1 Christmas BlitzChristmas BlitzChristmas BlitzChristmas Blitz 

♦ 12 Rehearsal 

♦ 15 Board meeting 

♦ 19 Performance19 Performance19 Performance19 Performance—Monarch Land-Monarch Land-Monarch Land-Monarch Land-

inginginging————NapervilleNapervilleNapervilleNaperville    

♦ 26 Rehearsal 

Only 3 Mondays until Contest!Only 3 Mondays until Contest!Only 3 Mondays until Contest!Only 3 Mondays until Contest!    

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

SEPTEMBER 2009 

Su M Tu W Th Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

OCTOBER 2009 

Su M Tu W Th Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

NOVEMBER 2009 



West Towns rehearses every Monday 

evening, 7:00 PM on the 2nd floor of the 

Moose Lodge, 1030 Warren Ave., 

Downers Grove, IL  60515 

Phone: 630630630630----201201201201----5544554455445544 
 

www.westtowns.org  

PO Box 1005 

Downers Grove, IL 60515 
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PITCH PITCH PITCH PITCH Editor:Editor:Editor:Editor:        

Bob Nicodem 

18W109 Claremont Dr 

Darien, IL 60561 

email: RNicodem@comcast.net 

Work: (708) 735-8164  Cell: (708) 337-3895 
The views and opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the official 
views of the Chicagoland West Suburban Chapter aka The West Towns Chorus 

Fall Contest RegistrationFall Contest RegistrationFall Contest RegistrationFall Contest Registration    
All contestants must have an all events pass for the convention. This is the form or you 
can register on-line at:   
https://www.illinoisdistrict.org/registrations/convention/page1.cfm  
This is separate from the hotel room reservation. 

2009 Board2009 Board2009 Board2009 Board    
President:  Darryl Nordentoft 
Executive VP:   Jack Fagan 
Music VP:  Craig Lancaster 
Program VP:  Joe Tomecek 
Membership &      Bruce Rhoades 
    Development VPs:     John Morrison 
Public Relations VP: Bill Parks 
Treasurer:  Tony Tumea 
Secretary:  Bob Nicodem 
Members At-Large: Mark Johnson,  
   Jon Sutherland 

Email: board@westtowns.org 


