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A Note to the Basses—Dustin Wells “

Basses,

There is a lot to be said about how we
were singing Monday (3/8). It is amaz-
ing the tone and control we can actu-
ally achieve, and help the rest of the
chorus achieve, just by backing off the
Power/volume of our sound. Call it
what you like, but when we are
“Singing like Leads” as Joe K. was call-
ing it, our sound really improved. Many
times we as Basses want to power
through the song as Basses and it cre-
ates that Gang singing that our Direc-
tors are trying to get us to stop doing.
There are many reasons that we, the
basses need to soften our sound. The
most important one that | can think of
is this... when we sing with a lighter,
more melodic sound, it makes it so the
rest of the chorus doesn’t have to work
so hard to match our VOLUME and
POWER. We are the largest section in
the chorus, and with so many of us, we
don’'t have to work so hard (“Many
hands make light work”).

| really like what the Music Team has
put together with our “Super Section-
als”. We get to work a lot on areas that
we seem to be struggling with and clean
them up.

There is one such area we did not get a
chance to work on tonight. That area is
the Tag. | felt we were doing well (not at
an 85 level yet, but getting there) right
up until we hit the tag. When we sang
the first note, we were down at least a
full step. This brought the entire chorus’
sound down and off pitch. Some of you
probably saw my reaction to this, which |
admit was improper and | apologize for
my reaction.

Because we are going to have a coach
next week, it will likely be 2 weeks be-
fore we really get the opportunity to dive
deep into fixing the tag. So, | want to
challenge each of you to work on the tag
on your own. Listen to the Bass learning
track. When you do, listen to the starting
pitch of the phrase “I'll be loving you...

(Continued on page 2)

Don’t forget the coaching session this Monday, March 15, with
Mark Hale. Let’s show our West Towns pride and wear Black
Pants and our Green Shirts.

Board meeting—Thursday, March 18, 7:30 PM
at Bob Nicodem’s house.
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A Note to Basses—continued

‘il the day | die........ ” The correct starting note
for the word “I'll” is a C. Nearly every time we
have sung this as a Chorus, we (the Basses)
have begun down a full note or more. If you
have a Pitch Pipe, blow the C and begin that

know that | don’'t have perfect pitch. | know
that | can be very opinionated and vocal
about my opinions. All that said, | felt strongly
enough about this issue that | could not go to
sleep tonight until | finished writing this.

phrase - practice it several times. We need to
break the habit of singing that phrase too low
before it becomes too engrained in our muscle
memory.

Please make the effort to practice this last bit
of the song.

| promise to do my part and hope you will all

do yours.
| debated for a long while about sending this y

out. | know that | am not a section leader. | 3
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i Member News:

¥ Three West Towns Chorus members participated in a recent PriMerry Players presentation ¥
7 at the Downers Grove Library. Portraying characters in history from the Revolutionary War w
period were Tony Tumea, Jack Kuncl, and Dave Shepherd, joined by Dave's son Sean in a
4 cameo role which stole the show. Dave distinguished himself, as well, by singing "Two Good .
+ Hands," a new song by Joyce Tumea and Sharon West, as a solo. Joyce reports that all three v
¥r did a very nice job, the audience loved Dave's singing and his son, and the three gave WTC <+
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i some PR by talking it up to audience members afterwards! i
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Restaurant Choices

A group of 40 years old buddies discuss and discuss where they should meet for dinner. Finally it is
agreed upon that they should meet at the Gausthof zum Lowen restaurant because the waitress's there
have low cut blouses and nice breasts.

10 years later, at 50 years of age, the group meets again and once again they discuss and discuss
where they should meet. Finally it is agreed that they should meet at the Gausthof zum Lowen because
the food there is very good and the wine selection is good also.

10 years later at 60 years of age, the group meets again and once again they discuss and discuss where
they should meet. Finally it is agreed that they should meet at the Gausthof zum Lowen because they
can eat there in peace and quiet and the restaurant is smoke free.

10 years later, at 70 years of age, the group meets again and once again they discuss and discuss
where they should meet. Finally it is agreed that they should meet at the Gausthof zum Lowen because
the restaurant is wheel chair accessible and they even have an elevator.

10 years later, at 80 years of age, the group meets again and once again they discuss and discuss
where they should meet. Finally it is agreed that they should meet at the Gausthof zum Lowen because
that would be a great idea because they have never been there before.
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Schedule of Events
March 2010

15 Rehearsal—coaching with

Mark Hale—wear GREEN SHIRT

and BLACK PANTS

0

18 Board meeting

L4
L4
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22 Rehearsal
29 Rehearsal
April 2010

5 Rehearsal
12 Rehearsal
15 Board Meeting
16—18 District Convention
19 Rehearsal
24 Cabaret
26 Rehearsal

2010
June 19— Chicago Rush—Nat'l An-
them

June 27 - July 4 - International
(Philadelphia)

July 8—gaming night—tentative
Aug. 5 Cougar outing

Aug. 18—gaming night—tentative
Sep. 16—gaming night—tentative
Sep. 24—26 lllinois Fall Convention
Oct. 14—gaming night—tentative

Oct. 18—Monday Full Chorus Perform-
ance—Monarch Landing

Dec 10, 11 & 12 —Christmas show
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G]ﬁe__, 4 PITCH Editor:
Bob Nicodem

WGSt "I(’wTLS 18W109 Claremont Dr

Darien, IL 60561

email: RNicodem@comcast.net
Work: (708) 735-8164 Cell: (708) 337-3895

The views and opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the official
PO Box 1005 &iews of the Chicagoland West Suburban Chapter aka The West Towns Chorus/

Downers Grove, IL 60515

2010 Music Team
West Towns rehearses every Monday ﬁ:rﬁrggti Szynski :Ec;e“;ll'glr)nei(i:&k
evening, 7:00 PM on the 2nd floor of the Craig Lancaster Jay Bentz
Moose Lodge, 1030 Warren Ave., Jim Brown Eric Sutherland
Downers Grove, IL 60515 Jon Hoekema Don Thompson
Phone: 630-201-5544 Trenton Ferro Bryan Reeder

Email: musicteam@westtowns.org
www.westtowns.org

Happy Birthday to
* @ Don Davia:  Marck 10 * A;(:;)
(o C o Bite Sate:  March 14 (., C o

Bill Worst: March 19

Last Weeks Vigitor
Kyle Satef




