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Keeping everyone in tune with West Towns 
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Great rehearsal Monday night! 

Here are a few things to keep in mind. 

There is nothing new here when it comes to 
technique, just mastering what we continue 
to learn each week. 

Sweetheart of Sigma Chi 

Romance –on the “a” of romance, keep it 
square and don’t spread this vowel.  

Measure 96 – on the word “My”, basses are 
taking the word and note, the leads carry 
over the melody after that. 

Almost Like Being in Love 

As we sing it, make sure that we keep it 
light, we started out singing it too heavy, 
which cause sinc issues 

When we sang lighter, the sound improved 
greatly. 

Again, sing within ourselves, not singing to the 
room.  (We’ve been doing a good job of improv-
ing on this) 

As we sing this song, we need to keep tempo, 
Joe shouldn’t have to pull us along. 

To do this, work on developing your internal met-
ronome to keep the beat. 

Keep growing on the sustained notes. 

Precious Lord 

Keep make sure it is sung with warmth, keeping 
a yawn feel in the mouth (through the square and 
circle shapes) 

Work on listening to each other in the sections to 
match the sound even better. 

Don’t stick out on the softer parts.  Don’t be a 
hero on the loud parts either. 

� 

Rehearsal Notes by Jon Hoekema 

Rehearsal Preparation 

Hey guys, 

This coming Monday, our performance 
package will consist of "I'm Gonna Live 
Til I Die" and "Till There Was You." 

Please dust off you music for both and be 

prepared to drive these two songs to 85! 

Joe T.   � 

Gaming Nights 

Once again, we have the opportunity to 
raise extra funds for our chapter 
through not-for-profit Gaming days/
nights. Last year, we had two days and 
raised around $5,000 to be used as 
the chapter Board sees fit. One exam-
ple would be to subsidize people going 
to Harmony College, IDAH, etc.. This 
year, we have four opportunities (four is 

the maximum we can have in one calen-
dar year) and, as you can see, our finan-

cial gain would be much higher. 

 It works this way: As a not-for-profit, we 
ONLY RUN THE BANK...no setting up, deal-
ing or participation in any of the events 
that are going on. We receive a percent-
age of the total days take...if there are a 
lot of people gambling, then we make 
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more money. We require around 12 people 
to work split shifts of 3-4 hours or, as long as 
you want to. We have had people work all 
day in some cases. The heaviest times are 
when the gaming first begins (around 2 PM) 
then again at closing at around midnight. 
These will be times when the most man-
power is required. We will wear our green 
shirts so as to help identify us as on site 

workers attached to the Casino. 

 Listed below are the dates and locations of 
our assigned days. Please note the dates 
and put them on your calendar. I know there 
are some guys who feel strongly adverse to 
participating in this venture, and that is fine, 

we don't expect you to do so. 

• Thursday July 8th, The Milk Pail Banquets 

in East Dundee 

• Wednesday August 18th at Crystal Pal-

(Continued from page 1) ace Banquets in Mt. Prospect 

• Thursday September 16th at the VFW 
Hall in Elk Grove Village (Board Meeting 

date to be moved). 

• Thursday October 14th, also at the VFW 

in Elk Grove Village 

Once the floor diagrams and rental agree-
ments are sent to me, I will apply for our li-
cense. Should you have any questions, feel 
free to contact me. I will have sign up sheets 

ready closer to our first date. 

I hope this venture will be as successful as 
our first one last year. The extra funds really 
to help! As one of our longtime members 
said to me last time, "It sure beats selling 

pizzas door to door!" 

Darryl Nordentoft 

Immediate Past President/Gaming Chair 

� 

Gaming Nights continued 

News from POW! 

News from the POW! Meeting held on 

March 29, 2010  

Six ladies were in attendance:  Nelleke Rof-
felsen, Cheryl Williams, Joyce Tumea, Ellyn 

Nicodem, Anna Davia and Linda Carey. 

 

Regarding the Spring CompetitionSpring CompetitionSpring CompetitionSpring Competition and our 
involvement….the chorus isn’t going so there 

is nothing for us to assist with. 

 

Regarding the Spring CabaretSpring CabaretSpring CabaretSpring Cabaret that was 
scheduled for April 24th….it will be scheduled 
for a later date due to scheduling conflicts.  
We will keep you posted on how POW! mem-
bers can assist with this fundraiser/social 
event.   We are hoping to contribute silent 

auction items…. 

 

Regarding the upcoming “Guest Night”“Guest Night”“Guest Night”“Guest Night” 

scheduled for Monday, AprilMonday, AprilMonday, AprilMonday, April 26262626thththth --- POW! is 
asked to assist with REFRESHMENTSREFRESHMENTSREFRESHMENTSREFRESHMENTS so we 
ask that if you can either bring some type of 
refreshment to contribute or send something 
with your chorus member.   Suggestions are:  
fruit, cheese/crackers, sweets of any type, 
veggies, and punch will be provided.     Your Your Your Your 

assistance will be greatly appreciated!assistance will be greatly appreciated!assistance will be greatly appreciated!assistance will be greatly appreciated!    

 

It was discussed and agreed that having a 
“quarterly” POW! meeting“quarterly” POW! meeting“quarterly” POW! meeting“quarterly” POW! meeting would work and 
hopefully more members could attend if only 
quarterly.  We will try to post the date early 
so more can consider attending.   As of this 
printing, we are planning a meeting for May 
3rd at 7:15 at the Moose hall downstairs to 
hopefully discuss details for a farewell party 
for Joe Krones.   The more helping hands 
and ideas we have, the better the celebra-

tion!! 

 



 P a g e  3  

A message from the President of the Illinois DistrictA message from the President of the Illinois DistrictA message from the President of the Illinois DistrictA message from the President of the Illinois District    

What happens if you arrive at our Spring Convention on Friday instead of Saturday morning???? 
Well, instead of just being there for the chorus contest, as many do, you become a much larger 
part of the convention experience. Do you know we have 23 quartets competing in the Semi-
Finals Friday evening followed by the President's Show where excellent groups will be the fea-
tured performers?? Yes, it costs more for an extra night hotel room, but for those staying at the 
Pere Marquette, you get a free breakfast each morning, are well rested and are ready to take 
part in all of the Saturday events. Your registration gets you into all of the Friday and Saturday 

sessions, The Presidents Show Friday evening and the Show of Champions Saturday evening. 

 
The Chorus Contest starts late Saturday morning with 12 of our fine choruses competing. Satur-
day evening, we have 6 High School quartets and ensembles, the Collegiate International Pre-
Lims, and our top 10 Illinois District quartets along with 3 great Out Of District Quartets compet-
ing in the International Pre-Lim Finals. Immediately follow the evening contests will be our Show 

of Champions. 

And, we're not done yet. We also have tee times available on Sunday for golfers. 

Don't miss the experience. THIS ISN'T JUST A CHORUS AND QUARTET CONTEST!!! 

Dave Cowin, President, Illinois District dcowin@comcast.net 

� 

News from POW! continued 

Regarding “is e“is e“is e“is e----mail updates reaching POW! members”…mail updates reaching POW! members”…mail updates reaching POW! members”…mail updates reaching POW! members”…we are not sure as only appears that a 
minimal number have submitted their personal e-mails to Bob Nicodem to become part of the 
POW! weekly news through the PITCH.  If you haven’t done so, we would ask that you submit 
your e-mail address to him or ask your chorus member to share his weekly PITCH for the latest 

news. 

 

We sincerely extends thanks and appreciation to all those that have helped make the Christ-
mas Show a success with selling raffle tickets, donating baskets, ushering, and make-up.  Also, 
thanks to all those who submitted recipes for the West Towns Chorus Cookbook….still have 

some available for purchase!!   

 

Discussion concluded and meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.   

� 

Board Meeting this Thurs-

day, April 15, 7:30 PM at 

Bob Nicodem’s  house. 
� 
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2010 

♦ June 19June 19June 19June 19————    Chicago RushChicago RushChicago RushChicago Rush—Nat’l An-

them 

♦ June 27 – July 4 – International 

(Philadelphia) 

♦ July 8—Gaming night—E. Dundee 

♦ Aug. 5 Cougar outing 

♦ Aug. 18—Gaming night– Mt. Prospect 

♦ Sep. 16—Gaming night—Elk Grove 

Village 

♦ Sep. 24—26 Illinois Fall Convention 

♦ Oct. 14—Gaming night—Elk Grove Vil-

lage 

♦ Oct. 18—Monday Full Chorus Perform-

ance—Monarch Landing 

♦ Dec 10, 11 & 12 —Christmas show 

 

Schedule of Events 

 April 2010April 2010April 2010April 2010 

♦  12 Rehearsal 

♦     15 Board Meeting15 Board Meeting15 Board Meeting15 Board Meeting    

♦  16—18 District Convention 

♦  19 Rehearsal 

♦  26 Rehearsal—Guest Night 

May 2010 

♦    3  Rehearsal 

♦  10  Rehearsal 

♦  17  Rehearsal 

♦  24  Rehearsal 

♦  31  Memorial Day—Rehearsal ? 

April 2010 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

May 2010 

Sun Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

June 2010 

Sun Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    



PO Box 1005 

Downers Grove, IL 60515 
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PITCH PITCH PITCH PITCH Editor:Editor:Editor:Editor:        

Bob Nicodem 

18W109 Claremont Dr 

Darien, IL 60561 

email: RNicodem@comcast.net 

Work: (708) 735-8164  Cell: (708) 337-3895 
The views and opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the official 
views of the Chicagoland West Suburban Chapter aka The West Towns Chorus 

Last Week’s Visitor 
Larry Galuszka 

Phil Tumea 

2010 Music Team2010 Music Team2010 Music Team2010 Music Team    
Joe Krones  Joe Tomecek 
Mark Betczynski Ed McDevitt   
Craig Lancaster Jay Bentz 
Jim Brown  Eric Sutherland 
Jon Hoekema  Don Thompson 
Trenton Ferro  Bryan Reeder 

Email: musicteam@westtowns.org 
 

West Towns rehearses every Monday 

evening, 7:00 PM on the 2nd floor of the 

Moose Lodge, 1030 Warren Ave., 

Downers Grove, IL  60515 

Phone: 630630630630----201201201201----5544554455445544 
 

www.westtowns.org  

Happy Birthday to Happy Birthday to Happy Birthday to Happy Birthday to     

Matt Stone:  April 13 

Jim Brown: April 17 

Verne Moore:  April 17 


