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Keeping everyone in tune with West Towns 
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Gentlemen, 

  The Board and the Search Committee 
are asking all members, if possible, to 
be at our rehearsals from June 7 until 
June 21. During the next three weeks 
we are having our second, third and 
fourth candidates for West Towns direc-
tor audition.  Each of these men has 
extensive experience directing male a 
capella singing.  Three candidates have 
national reputations as singers. Two 
candidates are active judges in con-
tests. All four have experience in ar-

ranging. 

   On June 7 and June 14 the rehearsal 
will begin with warm-ups. At 7:30 P.M. 
the candidate will take over and direct 
us for an hour to an hour and a 
half.  On June 9 we are interviewing the 
final candidate and we will develop a 

plan for his audition for June 21. 

   The committee is asking that each of 
us give each candidate our full atten-
tion during his audition. This is the time 
for all of us to discuss each candidate 
after he auditions. Your views are im-
portant. Mark Johnson, Ken Keever and 
I are your representatives. Ed, Craig 
and John will be communicating with 

Director SearchDirector SearchDirector SearchDirector Search    

members of the Music Committee and 
evaluating technical points on directing by 
each candidate. The Board, in the persons 
of Jack Fagan and Daryl, has been in-

volved at every step. 

   If we receive no other applications from 
qualified candidates, the Search Commit-
tee will submit and evaluation on each 
candidate to the Board. The Board makes 
the final decision because it is the only 
legal body that can commit funds and 

make contracts. 

   In a few weeks the Board will either tell 
us that we have a new director or that we 
must continue the search.  In any case the 
Music Committee has made plans for our 
musical leadership to help us compete in 

September. 

   I would like to take this time to thank 
the Music Committee for being very coop-
erative in making the auditions by our 
guests so comfortable. All of us on the 
Search Committee would also like to 
thank all of you for your patience. We be-
lieve we will be presenting four well quali-
fied candidates to the Board. All of us will 
be evaluating each candidate at the same 

time. Enjoy the process. 

 Don Davia  � 

Texas TravelerTexas TravelerTexas TravelerTexas Traveler 

Hello All 

Just wanted to let you know I made it 

safe and sound [to Texas] and am set-

tling in slowly. Last Monday evening 

was an evening I will never forget. I will 

always cherish the five years of having 

the honor of being your director. Thank 

you to everyone who came and partici-

pated in a fantastic send off. Special 

thanks goes to the ladies of POW. Thank 

you so much for the party. You guys are 

wonderful. The cookies were AMAZING 

and was an awesome treat for the drive 

(Continued on page 2) 



 

P a g e  2  

Singlish Review Singlish Review Singlish Review Singlish Review — Jon Hoekema    

As we work on improving our singing, here 
are the notes about “singlish”.  We’ve been 
doing pretty well, but there are higher levels 

to work on. 

One of those is to clean up our sound while 
using “singlish”.  Our vowels should be more 
focused with matching mouth shapes.  That 

will help us continue to improve. 

Here are a few notes to help us as we con-

tinue to learn to use this technique. 

 Why teach “Why teach “Why teach “Why teach “singlishsinglishsinglishsinglish”?”?”?”?        What is the purpose?What is the purpose?What is the purpose?What is the purpose? 

Teaches vocal placement [1. Tall and lifted 
inside (OH vowel harmonics)  2. Tucked cor-
ners, teeth exposed  3. Forward placement 

(bright vs. swallowed)] 

Teaches smooth, connected singing 

Teaches us to turn words/diphthongs 

Teaches the interpretation of the song 

 How is it properly done?How is it properly done?How is it properly done?How is it properly done? 

Higher pitched, not low in the register 

Lifted/forward placement in the mask 

Connected word sounds, legato not staccato 

Lift end of phrases to fill the time correctly and 

propel energy forward.  

There are always more things we can add 
later, but this is a good starting point.  Learn-
ing to use this properly and regularly will not 
happen overnight, but we have already seen 

the positive effects. 

This will take constant reinforcement in to be-
come part of our culture, but we will certainly 

be the better chorus for it. 

� 

Texas Traveler Texas Traveler Texas Traveler Texas Traveler — continued    

down. I must also thank each and every 

member of the chorus for such an amazing 

and generous gift that you presented to me 

and my children. Chase, Heather and I thank 

you from the bottom of our hearts.  

(Continued from page 1) I will keep in touch often and hope to see some 

of you in Philly. Keep up the great work and 

keep kicking you know what. 

Love You Guys 

Joe Krones 

� 

...as a new person I wanted to say that I, and 
many others, really appreciate the learning 
CD's that the music team puts together.  I 
know this takes a lot of effort and advance 
preparation, especially when introducing new 
songs, but they are an excellent tool for us to 
learn, practice and get up to speed more 

Newbie's Notes Newbie's Notes Newbie's Notes Newbie's Notes — Jeff Gronemeyer    

quickly.  Please keep 'em coming and pass 
the thanks on to the other guys on the team 
who help to produce them (singing and pro-

duction).     

� 



 P a g e  3  Sad News 

Although Bill Gallagher was not a member of our chap-
ter, he was well known by many. 
 
Bill Gallagher passed away Thursday, June 3, 2010, at 
Evanston Hospital around 4:40 pm. He was sur-
rounded by family members and his long-time friend, 
Doreen when he passed. 
A memorial service and afterglow memorial service and afterglow memorial service and afterglow memorial service and afterglow scheduled for Sun-Sun-Sun-Sun-
day, June 6 day, June 6 day, June 6 day, June 6 starting at 2 PM2 PM2 PM2 PM at the Elks Lodge in 
DesPlaines, 495 Lee Street, DesPlaines, IL 60016. In 
lieu of flowers, the family requests donations to the 
Youth In Harmony Program of the Illinois. 
 

As a bulletin editor and member of PROBE, I also re-
ceived the following.  
 
Fred Hinesley, long-time member of the BHS and AHSOW, 
died on June 3 as the result of a fall on May 14 that 
broke his neck.  Complications followed, resulting in his 
death.  He had served as the Dixie Membership Vice-
President and was the BOTY for Dixie in 2000.  He served 
also as secretary of AHSOW for many years.  Currently he 
was a judge for District and International Bulletin Con-
tests.  He loved the barbershop style and his barbershop 
"family," wherever they were.  Please remember his fam-
ily.  

interested in going I have a van that seats 6 very 

comfortably or 7 just comfortably.  

Last year we met at the Cracker Barrel north of Inter-
state 55 and Weber road in Bolingbrook. I figure to 
try to leave by 5:00 - 5:15 at the latest. Maps state 
about 100 miles and approximately 2:15 in elapsed 
time. 5:00 would give an extra half an hour to 45 
minutes for rush hour traffic getting seated and such 

stuff. 

 Let me know if anyone is interested in going. 

Mark Johnson 

Boosting our Brothers in Bloomington 

I had some communications with members of 
Bloomington Sound of Illinois chorus. Terry 
Ludwig and Doug Ferrier both offered support in 
our search for a new director. They are a great 

group of barbershoppers.  

They are going to have an International contest 
preview show on June 22nd at 8:00 at Second 
Presbyterian Church, 313 N. East Street , Bloom-
ington , IL 61701 . Off the Record (Illinois District 
Champs), After Hours (College Representative) 

and The Sound of Illinois will be performing. 

I am thinking of going down to see it. if anyone is 

Sorry for the change/inconvenience- it was out 

of our control 

LOCATION, DIRECTIONS, TIMES, and SIGNSIGNSIGNSIGN----UP UP UP UP 

SHEETSHEETSHEETSHEET        will be at MONDAY'S rehearsal 

Thank you for your flexibility  

Singin Subway Jay 

For those of us keeping score, the first gam-
ing night was scheduled for THURSDAY, JULY 

8TH. 

We received word that the date has been 

changed to WEDNESDAY, JULY 7THWEDNESDAY, JULY 7THWEDNESDAY, JULY 7THWEDNESDAY, JULY 7TH    

Please adjust your calendars accordingly. 

Gaming Night 

RSVP is requested. 

Tony Tumea 

VP Marketing 

The next Marketing Team Update meeting is 
scheduled for 7 pm on Thursday, June 10 at 
the home of Tony Tumea, 4040 Venard Road, 
DG, Il 60515. All are invited to attend, but an 

Marketing TeamMarketing TeamMarketing TeamMarketing Team    

"Don’t squander your notes. Sing every one of them with care and beauty 

and craftsmanship, as if it were your last."—Dr. Jim Henry 
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2010 

♦ Aug. 5 Cougar outing 

♦ Aug. 18—Gaming night– Mt. Prospect 

♦ Aug. 23Aug. 23Aug. 23Aug. 23————Joe Connelly coachingJoe Connelly coachingJoe Connelly coachingJoe Connelly coaching    

♦ Sep. 16—Gaming night—Elk Grove 

Village 

♦ Sep. 24Sep. 24Sep. 24Sep. 24————26 Illinois Fall Convention26 Illinois Fall Convention26 Illinois Fall Convention26 Illinois Fall Convention    

♦ Oct. 14—Gaming night—Elk Grove Vil-

lage 

♦ Oct. 18—Monday Full Chorus Perform-

ance—Monarch Landing 

♦ Dec 10, 11 & 12 —Christmas show 

2011 

♦ Jan. 22—Installation Banquet—

LaGrange Country Club 

Schedule of Events 

 June 2010 

♦    7  Rehearsal / audition 

♦  10 Marketing Team meeting 

♦  14  Rehearsal / audition 

♦ 19   Chicago Rush19   Chicago Rush19   Chicago Rush19   Chicago Rush————Nat’l AnthemNat’l AnthemNat’l AnthemNat’l Anthem    

♦ 20   Board Meeting 

♦ 21   Rehearsal 

♦ 28   Rehearsal 

♦ June 27 – July 4 – International 

(Philadelphia) 

 July 2010 

♦    5  Rehearsal 

♦    7  Gaming night 

♦     12  Mark Hale Coaching12  Mark Hale Coaching12  Mark Hale Coaching12  Mark Hale Coaching    

♦  15  Board meeting 

♦  17 Cabaret17 Cabaret17 Cabaret17 Cabaret    

♦  19 Rehearsal 

♦  24 Sat. Kevin Keller coaching 

♦  26 Rehearsal 

June 2010 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

July 2010 

Sun Mo Tue We Th Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

August 2010 

Sun Mo Tue We Th Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     



PO Box 1005 

Downers Grove, IL 60515 
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PITCH PITCH PITCH PITCH EditorEditorEditorEditor        

Bob Nicodem 

Illinois District 2008 & 2009 BETY winner 

18W109 Claremont Dr 

Darien, IL 60561 

email: RNicodem@comcast.net 

Work: (708) 735-8164  Cell: (708) 337-3895 
The views and opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the official 
views of the Chicagoland West Suburban Chapter aka The West Towns Chorus 

West Towns rehearses every Monday 

evening, 7:00 PM on the 2nd floor of the 

Moose Lodge, 1030 Warren Ave., 

Downers Grove, IL  60515 

Phone: 630630630630----201201201201----5544554455445544 
 

www.westtowns.org  

2010 Board2010 Board2010 Board2010 Board    
President:  Jack Fagan 
Music VP:  Ed McDevitt 
Program VP:  Joe Tomecek 
Chapter Development VP: Jay Bentz 
Marketing VP:  Tony Tumea 
Treasurer:  Jim Williams 
Secretary:  Bob Nicodem 
Members At-Large: Mark Johnson 
Immed. Past President Darryl Nordentoft  
           Email: board@westtowns.org 

May 31 VisitorMay 31 VisitorMay 31 VisitorMay 31 Visitor    
Todd Kowalis 

Larry Stahlke - (auditioned and passed) 
 

We’re Glad You CameWe’re Glad You CameWe’re Glad You CameWe’re Glad You Came    

Birthdays this week Birthdays this week Birthdays this week Birthdays this week     

• Casey Clements June 9 
• Dick Brown  June 10 
• Jim Deegan  June 10 


