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Wow! What a 

great night of 

coaching! I hope 

you all got some-

thing from Jay's 

coaching last Monday. I 

know I certainly did. I'm 

looking forward to imple-

menting his ideas in our 

songs. 

 

For next week, we will 

review his coaching ses-

sion, but we will also begin 

working on our songs for 

our next performance 

coming up on June 7th. I'm 

also going to try to 

squeeze in another sec-

tional for Can't Wait to be 

King. Basses need more 

time with the tag and I 

know the Leads would like 

to work on it, too. 

For the perfor-

mance on June 7th, 

big thanks to Face 

the Music for step-

ping forward to sing 

at the performance. If an-

other quartet would like 

to sing, we certainly have 

room for you, too. 

 

Great focus and concen-

tration last night, guys! I'm 

really proud of how well 

you represent West 

Towns. 

 

Keep up the great work! 

 

Carrie 

 

Carrie’s Cues 

Ron Welch—2016 Barbershopper of the Year! 
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Changing lives through song 

Business Break Notes (5/15/17) 

Very BRIEF Business meeting 

Monday night due to the 

long and very productive 

coaching session with  Jay 

Daugherty. 

No Guests 

Renewal: Ray Horsley—11 

years 

Upcoming Events: 

Monday, 5/22 - Prep for 

singout on June 7th at Villa 

St. Benedict 

Wednesday, June 7th - 

SINGOUT - Villa St. Bene-

dict in Lisle 

Wednesday, June 14th - Jo-

liet Slammers - ANTHEM - 

Call time 6:15PM - Sing at 

7PM 

Monday, June 19th - Poten-

tial HS Student Guest night 

 

Reminder:  

NO Rehearsal on  

Memorial Day week 

(May 29) 

Note: Extra riser help will 

be needed on June 5—

Bob Nicodem will not be 

at rehearsal. 
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PITCH Editor Bob Nicodem 

Illinois District BETY winner in 2008, 2009 & 2010 

18W109 Claremont Dr. Darien, IL 60561 

email: RNicodem@comcast.net Work: (708) 735-8164  Cell: (708) 337-3895 
The views and opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of the Chicagoland West Suburban Chapter  

aka The West Towns Chorus 

Fundraiser 

I committed to staff 8 positions (same 

as last year) for July 7-9, 2017. 

Please review your calendar and email 

me AND Mark Johnson individually if 

you are able to help out  

Unfortunately, as last year, I will not be 

in attendance as I will be representing 

The Illinois District singing with Sound 

of Illinois Chorus at International com-

petition. 

As was the case last year, Mark Johnson, 

will be the on-site coordinator for this 

event. 

Let’s go make some easy money for the 

chorus. 

I expect no less than full participation 

and thank you on advance for your sup-

port. 

Jay Bentz 

 

Route 66 NHRA Nationals 

 July 7, Friday  times TBD 

 July 8, Saturday times TBD 

 July 9 Sunday times TBD 

 

Recently I have been asked “what is our 

plan for this year and how was it created”?  

Sometimes it is easier to explain the plan 

looking backward to understand where we 

want to be looking forward 

If you think back to Carrie's first couple of 

years with us, we didn't have much outside 

coaching at all. We were in the process of 

learning the "new" way of barbershop sing-

ing. When we attended IDAH, our coaches 

told us the same information Carrie was 

already teaching us. We just hadn't learned 

to do it consistently yet, so why pay for a 

coach to say the same thing? 

At the Spring Jamboree in 2016, I hope you 

noticed something new from the coaches- 

they were coaching us on things more ad-

vanced then just good singing. It became 

clear that we were ready for outside coach-

ing to take us to the next level. It was im-

portant to us to find coaches that "clicked" 

with our chorus' personality.  

We have now seen the third coach this 

year..... 

It is important to understand the great op-

portunity we have had to be able to bring 

them in to support our journey in two 

ways: 

 First and foremost, The board agreed that 

the budget would allow these investments 

thanks to all the hard work outside of the 

rehearsal hall that the members have partici-

pated in;  Speedway fundraising as just one 

(Continued on page 3) 

Our Plan for This Year  - by Jay Bentz, Music & Performance VP 
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May Birthdays 

  4: Aldo Risolvo 

23: Bill Haselberger 

24: Craig Lancaster 

example. Not every chorus has the budget to 

accomplish this! 

Secondly, our chorus deserves these re-

sources as we continue on a path of contin-

ued progress in improving our singing. Car-

rie continues to notice, as I hope you have 

too, that you are responding to what she 

asks for and the retention level has im-

proved since she has been in front of us.  

We will go further than we all expect if we 

just stay true to this concept of 

C.A.N.I.: Constant And Never ending 

Improvement. 

Our choice of the kind of coach we have 

been inviting has been intentional right from 

the start. You know, unless you are new to 

the hobby and it is worth repeating, that we 

are judged in a contest by three panels of 

judges: SINGING JUDGES, MUSIC JUDG-

ES, and PERFORMANCE JUDGES.  

Steve Scott's focus was on how we sing 

(alignment, etc) so his focus was on Singing 

Paul Ellinger's focus this year was on our 

visual package so his focus was on Perfor-

mance 

Jay Dougherty taught us how best to take 

advantage of the opportunities that the mu-

sic and the arranger provides in the piece of 

music we are performing, thus the MUSIC 

category 

What has been impressing me recently is 

how the individual coaches DO NOT con-

tradict one another ( and that's without 

them needing to talk amongst one another) 

Long-term barbershoppers remember a day 

when each coach would have their session 

and often their message would be counter-

(Continued from page 2) intuitive to the last coach who walked be-

fore us  

I hope you do not look at each coach as an 

experience in time (in a side-by-side man-

ner) but rather in a stacking manner- each 

coach brings to us and our choice of music 

his expertise to further enhance all that we 

bring to the music. 

For a progress report,I am very excited to 

tell you that, in my own opinion, knowing 

our plan, we are just about where I want us 

to be----- we are singing well; better and 

better each week, retaining the things that 

Carrie wants us to improve upon each re-

hearsal and adding the results from our 

coaches. Sure there is much ground to cov-

er but we have 20 WEEKS and we are al-

ready singing better than we were this time 

last year!!! Strong foundations have been 

set over the past few years  

Carrie will be the first to say that one of 

our goals is to receive "MOST ENTER-

TAINING CHORUS" this year in Blooming-

ton and hope that you agree that we are on 

our way to do just that!! We have a great 

package of 2 songs with a developing story, 

a nice contrast of songs promoting what is a 

natural message for this Chorus--- “We are 

a fun-loving group of guys that just want to 

sing to be happy". 

I would like to mirror Carrie when I say 

how impressed I am with you guys. You are 

working  not only HARD but also SMART, 

you listen, try everything Carrie asks of 

you, and when coaches show up, you guys 

play "full out"! Whether we win a prize for 

it or not, I hope you know deep down that 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Chorus Upcoming  Dates 
HI Guys, 

It's great to be a barbershopper! We have a lot 

of awesome opportunities coming up so I want-

ed to send them all in one place for you to add 

to your calendars. 

As Sid P, says, "nobody joins chorus to rehearse, 

we want to perform." So, let's do just that! 

May 

22- Prep for our June 7th gig and review Jay D's 

coaching 

29- NO CHORUS- Happy Memorial Day 

June 

5- Prep for our June 7th gig and work SP for 

Can't Wait to be King 

Wednesday, June 7- performance at Villa 

St. Benedict in Lisle 

12- regular Chorus night 

Tuesday, June 13- Brat Bash! (I would LOVE 

a good turn out at this casual event. All of the 

choruses sing and then they draw quartets like 

we did for Barbershop Quartet Week. There IS 

a cash bar there (just sayin'...) 

Wednesday, June 14- sing the National 

Anthem at the Joliet Slammers game 

19- potential high school student guest night (to 

let them know barbershop exists, 10-15 years 

from now when they miss singing, they can find 

a chorus) 

26- regular Chorus night 

July 

3- regular Chorus night 

7-9- volunteer to work at the Chicagoland 

Speedway- BIG fundraising opportunity 

for our chorus. We need our more mobile 

members to volunteer. 

10- regular Chorus night 

17- "core" quartet members get evaluated on 

contest songs 

24- regular Chorus night 

31- regular Chorus night AND contest evals 

begin* 

August 

7- regular Chorus night AND contest evals 

continue* 

14- regular Chorus night AND contest evals 

continue* 

21- regular Chorus night AND contest eval 

second chances 

Friday, Aug. 25- sing the National Anthem 

at the Joliet Slammers game 

Saturday, Aug. 26- coaching with Steve 

Scott- 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

28- Regular Chorus night 

Please remember, fall contest is Saturday, 

Oct. 7th this year (in Bloomington). We 

will once again have a "preview" perfor-

mance for guests the Monday be-

fore, which will be Oct. 2nd. 

*In order to be eligible to sing at contest, 

all interested members must sing the con-

test songs in an evaluation session. Those 

who choose not to be evaluated, or who 

do not pass the evaluation, will be asked 

to cheer for the chorus from the audi-

ence. 

This is such an exciting time for our chorus! No 

one can accuse us of resting on our laurels! 

(Who's Laurel? Oh, yeah, my aunt...but I di-

gress.) 

See you on Monday! 

Carrie 

 

Our Plan continued 

you are most improving on a regular basis!! 

Having taken the opportunity to house all 

of the coaches after each coaching session , 

I continually hear how impressed each 

coach was with our work ethic and obvi-

ous pride in being a member of the West 

(Continued from page 3) Towns Chorus all at the same time know-

ing how to have fun - that's ALL YOU!!! 

Here's to our future !! 

ENJOY THE JOURNEY 
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Board Briefs 

Marketing: Daniel Garcia 

 Quartets – has not received any infor-

mation from chapter quartets to put on 

the web site.  

 Fund Raising: working with Frank Glas to 

do some profit sharing fund raisers with 

restaurants, starting with Portillo’s. 

 Christmas show: it was mentioned that 

we should create some simple “save the 

date” handouts about the Christmas show 

for our next performances. 

Member at Large: Frank Glas reported 

that Midwest Crossroad Chorus is definite-

ly interested in having us sponsor a $10,000 

Hole-in-One prize at their golf outing fund 

raiser. It only costs us about $150 to buy an 

insurance policy for the “Hole-in-One” but 

it should get us some good publicity. Board 

agreed that he should continue to work on 

this. 

Past President: Ron Welch is starting to 

work on the nominating committee and 

slate for the 2018 Board. 

Other: 

 Grants: Need some help in working with 

DuPage Community Foundation to write 

a grant request. 

 Trailer Maintenance – Dave Martin took 

care of getting the tire fixed on the trailer 

 DG Library performance will be paying us 

$500 this year ($400 last couple years) 

and has a tentative date set but need to 

clear it with the music team before an-

nouncing it. 

 Independence Day parade – looking into 

the possibility of being in the DG parade 

again this year. 

 Barbershopper of the Month selected. 

Next meeting is Thursday, June 15. 

 

Secretary: Bob Nicodem – Minutes from 

the April meeting were approved. 

Treasurer: Tony Tumea reported that 

the sales tax exemption certificate has been 

renewed for the next five (5) years. Alt-

hough we have exceeded our coaching 

budget for the year we are still on track for 

the overall budget. Treasurer’s report was 

received. 

Music and Performance: Jay Bentz 

 Main Focus is now on contest 

 Coaching: discussed the possibility of do-

ing some follow-up sessions via Skype 

instead of bringing someone back.  

 Performances: we have a couple baseball 

performances coming up and the perfor-

mance on June 7 at Villa St. Benedict. 

 Christmas show: Title is “Jingle All The 

Way”. Dates are Dec. 9 & 10, 2017.  

 Song: New song “Once Upon A 

Dream” (Jekyll & Hyde) may need a little 

tweaking before it is handed out. 

 Spring Show 2018: starting to look at pos-

sibilities. 

 Rehearsal space: Need to find a larger 

rehearsal space so we can put up 11 ris-

ers. 

Chapter Development and Membership: 

Art Dusenbury 

 High School Young Men Night planned 

for June 19. Has talked to both DG North 

and South directors and they have indicat-

ed strong interest in this. Would like to 

get a transporation coordinator to work 

with a different church group to bring 

boys to the event. Has been working with 

the music team on this. 

 Facebook ad campaign – plans to work 

with Daniel Garcia on this. Should only 

cost about $75. 

 Guests: has been following up on past 

guests and former members 

Program: Bill Haselberger – rehearsals 

have been going well. 



Calendar of Events 

Visit us on our website: 

www.WestTowns.org 

 

Changing Lives Through Song 

Phone: 630-201-5544 

 

E-mail: info@WestTowns.org 

Chicagoland West Suburban Chapter 

Barbershop Harmony Society 

PO Box 1005 

Downers Grove, IL 60515 

2017 Board 
President Jim Brown 

Music VP Jay Bentz 

Development & 

Membership VP 

Art 

Dusenbury 

Program VP 
Bill  

Haselberger 

Marketing VP Daniel Garcia 

Treasurer Tony Tumea 

Secretary Bob Nicodem 

Member-at-

Large 
Frank Glas 

Past President Ron Welch 

Email 

Board@WestTowns.org 

Sunshine 

Care  Person 
Don Davia 

Librarian 
Bob  

VanderBeek 

Uniform Eric Roffelsen 

Music Team 

Director:        Carrie Marcotte 

Asst-directors: Mark  

                       Betczynski & 

                       Joe Tomecek 

Music VP:          Jay Bentz 

Section Leaders 

Bass:                Jim Brown 

Baritone:          Mark & Joe 

Lead:                Kevin Westburg 

Tenor:             Trenton Ferro,  

                       Sid Peterson 

 

Email 

MusicTeam@WestTowns.org 

 Future 

5/1 Rehearsal 

5/6 Brookdale performance 

5/8 Rehearsal 

5/15 Rehearsal—Coaching w/ 

Jay Daughtery 

5/18 Board Meeting 

5/22 Rehearsal 

5/29 NO REHEARSAL  

6/5 Rehearsal 

6/7  

6:45 PM 

Perform at Villa St. Benedict, 

Lisle (call time 6:00 PM) 

6/13 Brat Bash 

6/14 Joliet Slammers 

7/2-8 International (Las Vegas) 

7/6, 7/7. 

7/8, 7/9 

Speedway 

7/23-30/17 Harmony U (Nashville) 

7/31, 8/7, 

8/14 

Contest Evals 

8/25 Joliet Slammers 

8/26 9 AM—1 PM Coaching w/  

Steve Scot 

9/14, 9/15, 

9/16, 9/17 

Speedway 

10/6 - 

10/8 

Fall District Convention 

West Towns rehearses every Monday evening, 7:00 PM at Horizon Community Church in the Meadowbrook Shopping Center, 

2129 63rd Street, Downers Grove, IL 60516.  

We invite men who like to sing to come visit us and join us in song and fellowship. 

MAY 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

JUNE 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

JULY 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      


