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Hello guys. 

I have been thinking 

about chorus A LOT 

since Monday night. 

First, I would like to 

apologize for leaving chorus 

early. I was getting frustrat-
ed and emotional and I did-

n't want to be that way in 

front of you. I should have 

taken a break and returned 

when I regained control of 

my emotions.  

As I said on Monday night, 

we've been going full force 

for quite a few months now. 

We had the lead up to con-

test and no downtime be-

tween contest and prepping 

for Christmas. With the 

contest weekend two 

weeks later than in the past, 

our Christmas prep time 

has been significantly cut. 

The Music Team has already 

discussed ways to address 

this next year, but for this 

year we are stuck with the 

situation we are in. 

Despite our time crunch, I 

still want our chorus to be 

the best we can be for this 

year's Christmas show and I 

hope you feel that way, too. 

We've shown the barber-

shop world how much 

we've improved (98 points 
in two years!) and I think 

our loyal fans, friends, and 

family deserve to see and 

hear how we've grown. I'm 
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not satisfied with just 

getting the notes 

right on our Christ-

mas songs. I want us 

to make MUSIC and 

be the ARTISTS that I 

KNOW we can be. Unfor-
tunately, wrong notes that 

continue to be wrong after 

we correct them week after 

week keep us from being 

able to explore the ART-

ISTRY of our songs. We 

simply cannot afford to con-

tinue making the same mis-

takes. I also know that 

there are guys who have 

put in tons of time outside 

of Monday nights to pre-

pare for this show (and I 

thank you for that). I can't 

look inside their minds, but 

I wonder if they are frus-

trated, too, because they've 

learned their notes and are 

also yearning to work on 

the artistry.    

I spent a lot of time yester-

day researching how to 

practice in a way that helps 

our chorus retain the cor-

rections that we make. I 

keep asking myself, "What 

can I do as your director to 

help you be the best chorus 

you can be?" I will continue 

my quest to give you the 
best of myself and to find 

the best tools you need for 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Nov. Birthdays 

  2: Jay Elliott 

  5: Dave Shepherd 

  8: Brian Luedtke 

25: Kevin Westburg 

27: Tony Emerson 
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success.  

At the end of the day, we have 24 days 

to prepare a Christmas show that I 

know we all want to be a success. If 

we truly believe "everything we do we 

do together," then we need to join 
together as the great West Towns 

family that I know we are and put our 

all into our show, our songs, selling 

ads, bringing in gift baskets, etc. We 

will have a well-earned night of revelry 

on December 11th and then take a 

(Continued from page 1) nice break to rest and reenergize our-

selves for our return on January 8th. 

Lucky for us, we'll have several months 

to prepare for our Spring Show. That 

will feel like a luxury after the pace 

we've maintained for so many months.  

Thanks for reading this novella. If noth-
ing else, I hope you know how much I 

love you guys and care about our cho-

rus. 

Carrie 

  

Business Briefs (11/13/17) 

GUESTS: Steve Davis, David Mouri, 

Amy 

Bryan Reeder brought the Quartet Dis-

trict Champion trophy to show everyone 

up close and in person.  Thanks, Bryan 

and CONGRATS to you and your quar-

tet.  Good Luck in Orlando 

Jim Wagner (SOI) provided a link so we 

listened to the preview of SOI's new 

Christmas CD.  AWESOME! (Of course!!) 

Jim Brown asked if anyone would like to 

record their part for the songs we are 

singing that DO NOT have learning 

tracks.  This might help those who might 

be struggling with learning their part.    

 A few guidelines: 

1. Make the recording using your record-

ing device at practice in your section with 

the other parts singing around you. 

2. LISTEN to the recording after you make 

it to make sure it's accurate 

3. If it's OK, send it in to Joe T for final 

review and he will post it on Groupanizer 

Dick Brown thanked those who came out 

to sing for his wife's memorial service. 

RAFFLE BASKETS:  Still need more 

baskets for the raffle.  Costco will have 

them AFTER Thanksgiving.  See Nelleke 

when you bring them in. 

USHERS:  Still need more ushers.  Con-

tact Nelleke 

GUYS:  PLEASE WORK ON YOUR 

MUSIC BETWEEN REHEARSALS. 

Carrie works hard to make us our best 

and we need to meet her half way by be-

ing prepared for rehearsals and not making 

the same mistakes every week.  Running 

out of time to fix those mistakes.    
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Board Briefs 

Secretary: Bob Nicodem – Minutes 

from the previous meeting were ap-

proved. 

Treasurer: Tony Tumea reported we 

are ahead of the budget primarily because 

of the gaming nightsand donation from 

the Lancaster Foundation. Tony asked for 

each board position to submit budget 

numbers for next year. There was discus-

sion about expenses for fall contest. The 

feeling is that the bus was not utilized so 

we won’t pay for a bus next year. The 

treasurer’s report was received.  

He also said that the next Awards & In-

stallation Dinner will be at Carriage 

Green on Sunday, Jan. 28, 2018 starting at 

4 PM. Cost will be under $30/person. 

Music & Performance: Jay Bentz  

Christmas Show is moving along but guys 

need to spend more time at home on the 

music since our rehearsal time is limited. 

We will plan on having the show taped 

but only have DVDs made to sell to the 

members.  

Spring Show will be Sunday, May 5, 2018 

at Wentz Hall. A theme is being devel-

oped by the music team but hasn’t been 

finalized. 

Music team meeting is coming up to dis-

cuss plans for the future, including shows, 

songs, coaching, etc. 

Chapter Development and Membership: 

Art Dusenbury talked about guest night 

protocols, setting goals and having music 

ready. Will work with marketing to target 

local colleges, but also about members 

needing to make personal contact but 

also use social media more. Next guest 

night is tentatively set for Jan. 15. 

Program: Bill Haselberger brought up 

the Joliet Slammers schedule. Originally 

thought we might schedule June 3 but 

that will conflict with the first Speedway 

event. Since June 17 is Father’s Day, he will 

try to get Sunday, June 24 as the date to sing 

the National Anthem and make it a family 

outing day/evening. 

Member-at-Large: Frank Glas says he has 

six (6) more requests to bring the trophy to 

various places, some are retirement centers 

but others are businesses who place ads in 

the program book. He treats it as a special 

event, wearing white gloves to handle the 

trophy, take pictures, etc. It seems to be 

promoting our chorus and helping sell 

Christmas show tickets. 

Unfinished Business: 

 BHS Survey was completed on-line dur-

ing the meeting with group input 
 Inter-chapter event is in the early plan-

ning stages for August 2018. 
 Chicago Steel Hockey – we will be 

singing the National Anthem on Sun-
day, March 25, 2018. More details to 
come in January. 

New Business: 

 Storage Space: Ron Welch has spent time 

cleaning up some of the stuff in storage but 

more needs to be discarded. The board 

expressed confidence in his judgement. He 

also purchased a clothing rack to store 

some tuxedos, shirts, etc. The board ap-

proved reimbursing him for that expense. 

 Speedway: Dates are earlier this year; 

May 31 – June 3, and June 28 – July 1 
 Calendar: We will work harder at coor-

dinating events and making sure every-
thing gets put on Groupanizer and in 
the Pitch. 

 Board meeting schedule: Meetings will 
again be scheduled for the third Thurs-
day of each month from January 
through November. Next meeting will 
be January 18, 2018, 7:30 PM at Bob 
Nicodem’s house. 
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Baskets and Ushers 

Jolly West-Towners, 

Our Christmas show is coming up fast; 

less than 3 weeks to go .... 

But in order to have our show running 

smoothly and colorful, we need ushers, 

and for the 3 shows, about 36 baskets in 

total. Please ask your family and friends if 

they can volunteer as usher for one or 

more of our shows. Please return the 

form no later than Nov. 13th; you can 

however e-mail the form to nel-

leke@innersource any day. The baskets 

have been a yearly success as well and 

please consider to donate one or more for 

the 3 shows. However, we are not able to 

accept the baskets on 20 and 27 November 

due to our absence for 2 weeks. So please 

have your basket(s) or items or cash ready 

on November 13. And please bring on De-

cember 4 only completed baskets. I added 

the flyer as an attachment to fill out and re-

turn to me, or give it to an interested friend 

of family member.  

Thanks, 

Nelleke Roffelsen  

  

WTC Awards Banquet and Officer Installation  

Sunday, January 28 4-7 pm 

Carriage Greens Country Club 

8700 Carriage Greens Dr 

Darien, IL 60561 

The West Towns Chorus Awards Ban-

quet and Officer Installation is set for Sun-

day, January 28, 2018 from 4-7 pm at 

the Carriage Greens Country Club in 

Darien, IL. Please put it on your calendar 

now. More details will be forthcoming. 

This is a very popular event for all the men 

of West Towns as well as their spouses 

and guests. We will be announcing our 

Barbershopper of the Year (BOTY) and 

our Rookie of the Year (ROKY), as well as 

installing our officers for 2018 year. There 

will also be so very fine entertainment. It is 

an event not to be missed. 

 

Tony Tumea 

  

Finally … I can tell 

people where to go! 

I will be bringing my computer in on Mondays from now until the Christmas show 

to help chorus members to purchase tickets.  Come to chorus a little earlier so 

that we have time to process your purchases. I will be there at 6:15 pm. 

Ellyn Nicodem          

DG Library Performance 

Thanks to everyone who turned out 

for the DG Library performance on 

Sunday. The crowd was a bit smaller 

than usual but very receptive. Thanks 

to Carrie for directing and singing. 

Thanks also to Joe T and Mark B for 

directing as well.  

A special thank you to Sid Peterson for 

being our emcee (even though he was 

only half there)!  

We also had a special treat with Car-

rie’s quartet, Cantina Vocal Project 

sing two songs for us—thank you so 

much ladies. You sounded wonderful. 
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Ushers and other help needed for  

Jingle All The Way 
 

Dear family, friends of The West Towns Chorus,   

We all can help to make the Christmas show a big success again.  

If you have time and are willing to spent a couple of hours before the show, we then can make this a 
hit for everyone. 

Please fill out this form and sent this information by e-mail to: nelleke@innersource.com 

My preference is to help out on:  

 
Please arrive at the hall 1½ hour before the show starts. The dress-code is black and white and we 
provide a red cape for the ladies and red scarves for the men. A week before the show I will contact 
you again with the schedule and additional information. 

Name: __________________________ Address: _____________________________ 

City: _________________  Zip code: _____________    Phone: _________________ 

E-Mail: ______________________________________________________________  
 

We are also looking for Christmas baskets for the raffle!!   

If you can provide a basket or if you have material or cash to donate that would also be appreciated; 
we will then assemble the basket. 
Please hand those to Erik Roffelsen during the rehearsal of December 4. 
Let us know if you have time for one of more of these activities to make this event a success again. 
Contact person for ushering and baskets: Nelleke Roffelsen 630-696-2752 or  
e-mail to  nelleke@innersource.com.  
 
Thank you,  
Nelleke Roffelsen 

Task Saturday,   Saturday Sunday 

  December 9 December 9 December 10 

  2:00 PM 7:00 PM 2:00 PM 

Hand out programs       

Seat our guests       

Sell cookbooks & raffle tickets       

Parking Garage “Elf”       

mailto:nelleke@innersource.com
mailto:nelleke@innersource.com


Calendar of Events 

Visit us on our website: 

www.WestTowns.org 

 

Changing Lives Through Song 
Phone: 630-201-5544 

 

E-mail: info@WestTowns.org 

Chicagoland West Suburban Chapter 

Barbershop Harmony Society 

PO Box 1005 

Downers Grove, IL 60515 

2017 Board 
President Jim Brown 

Music VP Jay Bentz 

Development & 

Membership VP 

Art 

Dusenbury 

Program VP 
Bill  

Haselberger 

Marketing VP Daniel Garcia 

Treasurer Tony Tumea 

Secretary Bob Nicodem 

Member-at-

Large 
Frank Glas 

Past President Ron Welch 

Email 

Board@WestTowns.org 

Sunshine 

Care  Person 
Don Davia 

Librarian 
Bob  

VanderBeek 

Uniform Eric Roffelsen 

Music Team 

Director:        Carrie Marcotte 

Asst-directors: Mark  

                       Betczynski & 

                       Joe Tomecek 

Music VP:          Jay Bentz 

Section Leaders 

Bass:                Jim Brown 

Baritone:          Mark & Joe 

Lead:                Kevin Westburg 

Tenor:             Trenton Ferro,  

                       Sid Peterson 

 

Email 

MusicTeam@WestTowns.org 

 November 

11/6 Rehearsal 

11/11 Shirley Brown Celebration 

11/13 Rehearsal 

11/16 Board Meeting 

11/19 DG Library Performance 

11/20 Rehearsal 

11/25 Christmas promo sing in DG 

11/27 Rehearsal 

 Future 

12/8 Tech/Dress Rehearsal 

12/9 Christmas Shows 

12/10 Christmas Show 

 2018 

1/28/2018 Installation/Awards  

Banquet 

2/10 IDAH 

2/14 Singing Valentines 

3/25 Nat’l Anthem Chgo Steel 

Hockey 

5/20 Spring Show 

10/6 Fall Contest 

  

West Towns rehearses every Monday evening, 7:00 PM at Horizon Community Church in 

the Meadowbrook Shopping Center, 2129 63rd Street, Downers Grove, IL 60516.  

We invite men who like to sing to come visit us and join us in song and fellowship. 

NOVEMBER 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

FREE MONEY 

sign in to 

smile.amazon.com and 

select West Towns Cho-

rus as your charitable 

recipient.  

DECEMBER 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

JANUARY 2018 

http://smile.amazon.com/

